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CHAP. XXII. 

Julian is declared Emperor by the Legions of Gaul . — 

His March and Succefs. — The Death of Conjlan- 
tius. — Civil Jdminif ration of Julian . 

W HILE the Romans languifhed under chap. 

the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs XXIL f 
. and bifhops, the praifes of Julian were The je»- 
fepeated with tranlport in every part of the conifan- 
empire, except in the palace of Conftantius. 

The Barbarians of Germany had felt, and ftill ^ uun ‘ 
dreaded, the arms of the young Caefar his fol- % 
diers were the companions of his victory j the 
grateful provincials enjoyed the blefiings of his / 

reign j but the favourites, who had oppofed his 
elevation, were offended by his virtues ; and 
they juftly confidered the friend of the people 
as the enemy of the court. As long as the fame 
Vol. IV. B of 
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CHA p . 0 f Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the 
- — j palace, who were fkilled in the language of fa- 
tire, tried the efficacy of thofe arts which they 
had fo often praCtifed with fuccefs. They eafily 
difcovered, that his fimplicity was not exempt 
from affectation : the ridiculous epithets of an 
hairy favage, of an ape inverted with the purple, 
were applied to the drefs and perfon of the phi- 
lofophic warrior •, and tiis modeft difpatches were 
ftigmatized as the vain and elaborate fictions of 
a loquacious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who 
had ftudied the art of war amidft the groves of 
the academy 1 . The voice -Jof malicious folly 
was at length filenced by the ffiouts of victory * , 

the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an objeCt of contempts 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of ftealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel, which, according to ancient cuftom, 
were addrefied to the provinces, the name of 
Julian was omitted. “ Conftantius had made 
“ his difpofitions in perfon j he had fignalized 
** his valour in the foremoft ranks j bis military 

1 Omnes qui plus poterant in palatio, adulandi profeffores jaint 
dofli, refte confulta, profpereque completa vertebant in deridicu- 
lum : talia fine modo ftrepentes infulfe ; in odium venit cum vic- 
toriis fuis ; capella, non homo j, ut hirfutum Julianum carpentes, 
appellantclquc loquacem talpam, et purpuratam fimiam, et litterio- 
nem Gnecum : ct his congruentia plurima atque vernacula piincipt 
rEfonantes, audire haec taliaque geftienti, virtu tes ejus obruere verbis 
impudentibus conabantur, ut fegnem inceffentes ettimidum et um- 
bratilem, geftaque lecus verbis comptioribus exoraantem. Ammi- 
anus, xvii. u. 

7 ''' ; «* conduct 
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* l conduct had fecured the victory; and the C ^ C ^ I P> 
xt captive king of the Barbarians was prefented — w —j 
“ to him on the field of battle,” from which he 
was at that time diftant above forty days jour- 
ney \ So extravagant a fable was \ncapable, 
however, of deceiving the public credulity, or 
even of fatisfying the pride of the emperor him- 
felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe and 
favour of the Romans accompanied the riling 
fortunes of Julian, his difcontented mind was 
prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of thofe 
artful fycophants, who coloured their mifchiev- 
ous defigns with the faireft appearances of truth 
and candour \ Inftead of depreciating the me- 
rits of Julian, they acknowledged, and even ex- 
aggerated, his popular fame, luperfor talents, 
and important fervices. But they darkly infi- 
nuated, that the virtues of the Csefar might in- 
ftantly be converted into the moft dangerous 
crimes j if the inconftant multitude flaould pre- 
fer their inclinations to their duty •, or if the 
general of a victorious army Ihould be tempted 

* Ammian. xvi. 12. The orator Themiftius (iv. p. 56, 37.) 
believed whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were 
addrefled to the fenate of Conftantinople. Aurelius Viftor, who 
publifhed his Abridgment in the laft year of Conftantitis, afcribes 
the German vi&ories to the wifdan of the emperor, and the fortune of 
the Csefar. Yet the hiftorian, foon afterwards, was indebted to 
the favour or efteem of Julian for the honour of a brafs ftatue i 
and the important offices of confular of the fecond Pannonia, and 
praefefit of the city. Ammian. xxi. 10. , 

3 Callido nocendi artificio, accufatoriam diritatem laudum titulis 
peragebant. . . Hae voces fuerunt ad inflammauda odia probris om- 
nibus potentiores. See Mamertin. in Aftione Gratiaruin in Vet. 

Panegyr. xi, 5, 6, 

B % . from 
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CHAP. 

XXII. 

Fears and 
envy of 
Conftan- 
tius. 



The le- 
gions of 
Gaul are 
ordered to 
march into 
the Eaft, 



A.D. 360, 
April. 



from his allegiance by the hopes of revenge, and 
independent greatnefs. The perfonal fears of 
Conftantius were interpreted by his council as 
a laudable anxiety for the public fafety ; whilfl: 
in private, and perhaps in his own bread, he 
difguifed, under the lefs odious appellation of 
fear, the fentiments of hatred and envy, which 
he had fecretly conceived for the inimitable 
virtues of Julian. 

The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the 
imminent danger of the eaftern provinces, offered 
a fpecious pretence for the defign which was art- 
fully concerted by the Imperial minifters. They 
refolved to difarm the Ctefar ; to recall thofc 
faithful troops who guarded his perfon and dig- 
nity ; and to employ in a diftant war againft 
the Perfian monarch, the hardy veterans who 
had vanquilhed, on the banks of the Rhine, the 
fierceft nations of Germany. While Julian ufed 
the laborious hours of his winter-quarters at 
Paris in the adminiftration of power, which, in 
his hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was 
furprifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and 1 
notary; with pofftive orders from the emperor, 
which they were dire&ed to execute, and be was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conftantius fignified 
his pleafure, that four entire legions, the Celt®, 
and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Batavians, 
fhould be feparated from the ftandard of Julian, 
under which they had acquired their fame and 
difcipline ; that in each of the remaining bands, 
three hundred of the braveft youths Ihould be 

feiefted ; 
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fele&ed ; and that this numerous detachment, C j^ p * 
the ftrength of the Gallic army, lhould inftantly — . v -~ * 
begin their march, and exert their utmoft dili- 
gence to arrive, before the opening of the cam- 
paign, on the frontiers of Perfia 4 . The Caefar 
forefaw, and lamented, the confequences of this 
fatal mandate. Moft of the auxiliaries, who 
engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipulatcd, 
that they lhould never be obliged to pafs the 
Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the per- 
fonal honour of Julian, had been pledged for 
the obfervance of this condition. Such an adl 
of treachery and oppreflion would deftroy the 
confidence, and excite the refentment, of the 
independent warriors of Germany, who confi- 
dered truth as the nobleft of their virtues, and 
freedom as the moft valuable of their poffdfions. 

The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri- 
vileges of Romans, were enlifted for the general 
defence of the republic; but thofe mercenary 
troops heard with cold indifference the anti- 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. 
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to 
the climate and manners of Gaul, they loved 
and admired Julian ; they defpifed, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor ; they dreaded the laborious 
march, the Perfian arrows, and the burning de- 

4 The minute interval, which may be interpofed between the 
byemt adult a and the prime vert of Ammianus (xx. i. 4.), inftead 
of allowing a fufficient fpace for a march of three thoufand miles, 
would render the orders of Conftantius as extravagant as they were 
nnjult. The troops of Gaul could not have reached Syria till the 
end of autumn. The memory of Ammianus mull have been inac- 
curate, and his language incorrect. 

B 3 fert* • 
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• ferts of Afia, They claimed, as their own, the 
country which they had favedj and excufed their 
want of fpirit, by pleading the facred and more 
immediate duty of protefting their families and 
friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls were 
derived from the knowledge of the impending 
and inevitable danger. As foon as the provinces 
were exhaufted of their military ftrength, the 
Germans would violate a treaty which had been 
impofed on their fears ; and notwithftanding the 
abilities and valour of Julian, the general of a 
nominal army, to whom the public calamities 
would be imputed, mull find himfelf, after a 
vain refinance, either a prifoner in the camp of 
the Barbarians, or a criminal in the palace of 
Conftantius. If Julian complied with the orders 
which he had received, he fubfcribed his own 
deftruftion, and that of a people who deferved 
bis affeftion. But a pofitive refufal was an aft 
of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The in- 
exorable jealoufy of the emperor, the peremp- 
tory, and perhaps infidious, nature of his com- 
mands, left not any room for a . fair apology, 
or candid interpretation ; and the dependent 
ftation of the Csefar icarcely allowed him to 
paufe or to deliberate. Solitude encreafed the 
perplexity of Julian j he could no longer apply 
to the faithful counfels of Salluft, who had been 
removed from his office by the judicious malice 
of the eunuchs : he could not even enforce his 
reprefen tations by the concurrence of the mi- 
ni fters, who would have been afraid, or afhamed, 

to 
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to approve the ruin of Gaul. The moment had c -*^ p 
• been chofen, when Lupicinus % the general of 
the cavalry, was difpatched into Britain, to re- 
pulfe the inroads of the Scots and Pidtsj and 
Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the afleff- 
- ment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and 
corrupt ftatefman, declining to aflume a refpon- 
fible part on this dangerous occafion, eluded the 
preffing and repeated invitations of Julian, who 
reprefen ted to him, that in every important mea- 
fure, the prefence of the prrefecl was indifpen- 
fable in the qouncil of the prince. In the mean 
while the Caefar was opprefied by the rude and 
importunate folicitations of the Imperial meflfen- 
gers, who prefumed to fuggeft, that if he ex- 
pe&ed the return of his minifters, he would 
charge himfelf with the guilt of the delay, and 
referve for them the merit of the execution. 

Unable to refill, unwilling to comply, Julian 
expreffed, in the moll ferious terms, his wilh, 
and even his intention, of refigning the purple, 
which he could not preferve with honour, but 
which he could not abdicate with fafety. 

After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled Their dif- 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue 
pf the mod eminent fubjeft, and that the fove- 

* 5 Ammianus, xx. i. The valour of Lupicinus, and his mili- 

tary ikill, are acknowledged- by the hiftorian, who, in his affefled 
language, accufes the general of exalting the horns of his pride, 
bellowing in a tragic tone, and exciting a doubt, whether he was 
more cruel or avaricious. The danger from the Scots and Pifts 
was fo lerious, that Julian himfelf had feme thoughts of palling 
over into the iiland. 

B 4 reign 
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C xxn P * re ‘S n alone was entitled to judge of the public 
c— v — J welfare. He ifiued the neceffary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conftan- 
tius ; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps j and the detachments from the feveral 
garrifons moved towards their refpedtive places 
of affembly. They advanced with difficulty 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials ; who attempted to excite their pity 
by filent defpair, or loud lamentations; while 
the wives of the foldiers, holding their infanta 
in their arms, accufed the defertion of their huf- 
bands in the mixed language of grief, of ten- 
dernefs, and of indignation. This feene of ge- 
neral diftrefs affli&ed the humanity of the Csefarj 
he granted a fufficient number of poft-waggons 
to tranfport the wives and families of the fol- 
diers 6 , endeavoured to alleviate the hardfhips 
which he was conftrained to inflict, and en-t 
creafed, by the moft laudable arts, his own po- 
pularity, and the difeontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
verted into rage ; their licentious murmurs, 
which every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effedt, prepared 
their minds for the moft daring a£ts of fedition j 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea- 
fonable libel was fecretly difperfed, which paint- 

6 He granted them the permiilion of the curfus clavularit, or claiu^ 
Ur'u- Thcfe poft-waggons are often mentioned in the Code, an<t 
were fuppofed to carry fifteen hundred pounds weight. See Valef. 
ad Ammian. xx. 4. 

Cd* 
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ed, in lively colours, thedifgrace of the Caefar, 
the oppreffion of the Gallic army, and the feeble — r — 
. vices of the tyrant of Afia. The fervants of 
Conftantius were aftoniffied and alarmed by the 
progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They prefled 
the Caefar to haften the departure of the troops ; 
but they imprudently rejected the honeft and 
judicious advice of Julian; who propofed that 
they Ihould not march through Paris, and fug- 
gefted the danger and temptation of a lad in- 
terview. 

As foon as the approach of the troops was They pi 
announced, the Caefar went out to meet them, liananp 
and afcended his tribunal, which had been ror * 
created in a plain before the gates of the city. 

After diftinguifhing the officers and foldiers, 
who by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar 
attention, Julian addreffed himfelf in a ftudied 
qration to the furrounding multitude : he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe ; en- 
couraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch ; and admoniffied them, 
that the commands of Auguftus required an in- 
ftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, who 
were apprehenfive of offending their general by 
?n indecent clamour, or of belying their fenti- 
ments by falfe and venal acclamations, main- 
tained an obftinate filence ; and, after a Ihort 
paufe, were difmiffed to their quarters. The 
principal officers were entertained by the Caefar, 
yyho prqffffed, in the warmeft language of friend- 

ffiip, 
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chap, fhip, his defire and his inability to reward, ac- 

«. , , — ' < cording to their deferts, the brave companions 
of his victories. They retired from the feaft, 
full of grief and perplexity j and lamented the 
hardlhip of their fate, which tore them from 
their beloved general and their native country. 
The only expedient which could prevent their 
reparation was boldly agitated and approved j 
the popular refentment was infenfibjy moulded 
into a regular confpiracy j their juft realons of 
complaint were heightened by paffion,. and their 
paffions were inflamed by wipe ; as on the eve 
of their departure, the troops were indulged in- 
licentious feftiyity. At the hour of midnight, 
the impetuous multitude, with, fwords, and 
bowls, and torches, in their hands, rufhed .intp 
the fuburbs j encompaffed the palace 7 ; and* 



7 Moft probably the palace of the baths (Tbcmarum), of which a 
foiid and lofty hall ftill fubfifts in the rue it la Harpt. The buildings 
covered a confidcrabie fpace of the modern qaarter of the univer- 
fity ; and the gardens, under the Merovingian kings, ccmmuni- 
catcd with the abbey of St. Germain dcs Prez. By the injuries of 
time and the Normans, this ancient palace was reduced, iti the 
twelfth century, to a maze of ruins ; whofe dark recedes were the 
feene of licentious love. 

Explicat aula finus montemque ample&itur alis j 
, . Multiplici latebra fcelerum terfura ruborem. 
------ pereuntis fxpe pudoris 

Cclatura nefas, Venerifquc accommoda fmtis. 

(Thefe lines are quoted from the Architrenius, 1 . iv. c. 3 ., a poe- 
tical work of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of St. 
Albans, about the year 1190. See Warton’s Hiftory of Englilb 
Poetry, vol. i. diflert. ii.) Yet fuch thefts might be lefs pernicious 
to mankind, than the theological difputes of the Sorbonne, which 
have been ftnee agitated on the fame ground. Bonamy, Mem. de 
l'Aeademie, tom. xv. p. 678—682. 

carelefs 
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carelefs of future dangers, pronounced the fatal c P ap. 

A. A Ilf 

and irrevocable words, Julian Augustus! The v — 
prince, whofe anxious fufpence was interrupted 
by their diforderly acclamations, l'ecured the 
doors againft their intrufion ; and, as long as it 
was in his power, fecluded his perfon and dignity 
from the accidents of a nofturnal tumult. At 
the dawn of day, the foldiers, whofe zeal was 
irritated by oppofition, forcibly entered the pa- 
lace, feized, with refpedful violence, the pbjedt 
of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn 
fwords through the flreets of Paris, placed him 
on the tribunal, and with repeated (bouts fa- 
luted him as their emperor. Prudence, as well 
as loyalty, inculcated the propriety of refilling 
their treafonable defigns ; and of preparing for 
his opprefled virtue, the excufe of violence. 
Addrefling himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
to individuals, he fometimes implored their 
mercy, and fometimes exprefied his indignation i 
conjured them not to fully the fame of their im- 
mortal victories j and ventured to promife, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had , 
exciu d their refentment. But the foldiers, who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
, clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
fenfibly turned into impatience, and their im- 
patience into rage. The inflexible Caefar fuf- 

tained 



Digitized by Google 




n THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C Xxn P taine< ^ till the third hour of the day, their 
prayers, their reproaches, and their menaces •, 
nor did he yield, till he had been repeatedly 
affured, that if he wilhed to live, he mull con- 
fent to reign. He was exalted on a Ihield in tha 
prefence, and amidft the unanimous acclama- 
tions, of the troops ; a rich military collar, 
which was offered by chance, fupplied the want 
of a diadem * •, the ceremony was concluded by 
the promife of a moderate donative 9 j and the 
new emperor, overwhelmed with real or affefted 
grief, retired into the moft fecrct recelfes of his 
apartment ,0 . 

His pro- The grief of Julian could proceed only from 
oHnno-* his innocence j but his innocence mull appear 
fence. extremely doubtful " in the eyes of thofe who 
have learned to fufpeft the motives and the pro- 



* Even in this tumultuous moment, Julian attended to the forma 
of fuperftitious ceremony; and obftinately refufed the inaufpiciou* 
ufe of a female necklace, or a horfe-collar, which the impatient 
foldiers would have employed in the room of a diadem. 

9 An equal proportion of gold and Clver, five pieces of the for-, 
mer, one pound of the latter ; the whole amounting to about; five 
pounds ten lhillings of our money. 

10 For the whole narrative of this revolt, we may appeal to au- 
thentic and original materials ; Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q^Athe- 
nienfem, p. 281, 183, 284.), Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. 44— 48, 
in Fabricius Bibliot. Grsec. tom. vii. p. 269—273.), Ammianus 
(xx. 4.), and Zofimus ( 1 . iii. p. 151, 152, 153.), who, in the 
reign of Julian, appears to follow the more rci'pcftable authority of 
Eunapius. With fuch guides, we night neglcft the abbreviators 
and ecclefiaftical hiftcrians. 

11 Eutropius, a refpeftable witnefs, ufes a doubtful exprefiion, 

« confenfu milituni” (x. 15.). Gregory Nazianzen, whofe igno- 
rance might excufe his fanaticifm, direttly charges the 3 poliate with 
prefumption, madnels, and impious rebellion, a<rt»ia, 

mfeiiiM, Orat. iii. p. 67. 

8 fefiions 
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feflions of princes. Ktis lively and aftive mind c h a i 
was fufceptible of the various imprdfions of hope 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impoflible ftfr us to cal- 
culate the refpeftive weight and operation of 
thefe fentiments ; or to afcertain the principles 
of a&ion, which might efcape the obfervation, 

While they guided, or rather impelled, the fteps 
of Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
Was produced by the malice of his enemies; 
their tumult was the natural effect of intereft 
.and of pafiion ; and if Julian had tried to con- 
ceal a deep defign under the appearances of 
chance, he mull have employed the moll con- 
fummate artifice without neceffity, and probably 
without fuccefs. He folemnly declares, in the 
prefence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of 
Minerva, and of all the other deities, that, till 
the clofe of the evening which preceded his ele- 
vation, he was utterly ignorant of the defigns of 
the foldiers li ; and it may feem ungenerous to 
diftruft the honour of a hero, and the truth of 
a philafopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantius was the enemy, and that he * 
himfelf was the favourite, of the gods, might 
prompt him to defire, to folicit, and even to 
haften the aufpicious moment of his reign, which 
was predeftined to reftore the ancient religion of 

i* Julian, ad S. P. Athen. p. 184. The Jcmut Abb£ de la 
Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p. 159.} ii almeft inclined to refpeft the 
Jivtus protections of a Pagan. 

mankind. 
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His cra- 
bafly to 
Conftan- 
tius. 



mankind. When Julian had received the intel* 
ligence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to 
a fhort Humber ; and afterwards related to his 
friends, that he had feen the Genius of the em- 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door, 
prefling for admittance, and reproaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition Aftonifhed and 
perplexed, he addrefled his prayers to the great 
Jupiter; who immediately fignified, by a clear 
and manifell omen, that he fhould fubmit to the 
will of heaven and of the army. The conduct 
which difclaims the ordinary maxims of reafon, 
excites our fufpicion and eludes our enquiry. 
Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo 
credulous and fo crafty, has infinuated itfelf into 
a noble mind, it infenflbly corrodes the vita! 
principles of virtue and veracity. 

To moderate the zeal of his party, to proteft 
the perfons of his enemies ,+ , to defeat and to defpife 
the fecretenterprifes which were formed againft his 
life and dignity, were the cares which employed 
the firft days of the reign of the new Emperor. 
Although he was firmly refolved to maintain the 



•J Ammian. xx. 5. with the note of Lindenbrogius on the Genius 
of the empire. Julian himfelf, in a confidential letter to ltis friend 
and phyfician, Oribafius (Epift. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another 
dream, to which, before the event, he gave credit ; of a (lately tree 
thrown to the ground, of a fmali plant linking a deep root into 
the earth. Even in his fleep, the mind of the Cxfar mull have been 
agitated by the hopes and fears of his fortune. Zolimus ( 1 . iii. 
p. 155.) relates a fublequent dream. 

*4 The difficult fitdatiori of the prince of a rebellious army is 
finely deferibed by Tacitus (Hift. 1. 80--85.). But Otlio had 
apuch more guilt, and much left abilities, than Julian. 

ftation 
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ftation which he had afiumed, he was (till de- c ^ p * 

firous of faving his country from the calamities < > 

of civil war, of declining a conteft with the fu- 
perior forces of Conftantius, and of preferving 
his own charafter from the reproach of perfidy 
and ingratitude. Adorned with the enfigns of 
military and Imperial pomp, Julian fhewed him- 
felf in the field of Mars to the foldiers, who 
glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the caufe of 
their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He 
recapitulated their vidtories, lamented their fuf- 
ferings, applauded their refolution, animated 
their hopes, and checked their impetuofity ; nor 
did he difmifs the afifembly, till he had obtained 
a folemn promife from the troops, that if the 
emperor of the Eaft would fubfcribe an equitable 
treaty, they would renounce any views of con- 
queft, and fatisfy themfelves with the tranquil 
pofieffion of the Gallic provinces. On this foun- 
dation he compofed, in his own name, and in 
that of the army, a fpecious and moderate 
epiftle ‘ s , which was delivered to Pentadius, his 
matter of the offices, and to his chamberlain 
Eutherius ; two ambaffadors whom he appointed 
to receive the anfwer, and obferve the difpofi- 
iions of Conftantius. This epiftle is infcribed 
with the modeft: appellation of Crefar; but Ju- 
lian fol'icits in a peremptory, though refpedtful 

To this oftenfible epiftle he added, fays Aminianus, private 
letters, objurgatorias et moidaces, which the hiftorian had not feen, 
sad would uot have pubiilhed, Perhaps they never exifted. 

manner. 
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chap, manner, the confirmation of the title of Ail-* 

XXII. 

ul-y— guftus. He acknowledges the irregularity of hit 
own election, while he juftifies* iri fome meafure, 
the refentment and violence of the troops which 
had extorted his reluttant confent. He allows 
the fupremacy of his brother Conftantius ; and 
engages to fend him an annual prefent of Spanilh 
horfes, to recruit his army with a felett number 
of Barbarian youths, and to accept from his 
choice a Praetorian praefe<5t of approved difcre- 
tion and fidelity. But he referves for himfelf 
the nomination of his other civil and military 
officers, with the -troops, the revenue, and the 
fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admoniffies the emperor to confult the dic- 
tates of juftice ; to diftruft the arts of thofe venal 
flatterers, who fubfift only by the difcord of 
princes ; and to embrace the offer of a fair and 
honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic, and to the houfe of Conftantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than he . 
already poffeffed. The delegated authority which 
he had long exercifed over the provinces of Gaul, 
Spain, . and Britain, was ftill obeyed under a 
name more independent and auguft. The fol- 
diers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not ftained even with the blood of 
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive j Lupici- 
nus a prifoner. The perfons who were difaffe&ed 
to the new government were difarmed and fe- 
curedj and the vacant offices were diftributed, 
according to the recommendation of merit, by a 

prince. 
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prince, who defpifed the intrigues of the palace, 
and the clamours of the foldiers ,6 . 

The negociations of peace were accompanied 
and fupported by the moft vigorous preparations 
for war. The army, which Julian held in rea* 
dinefs for immediate aftion, was recruited and 
augmented by the diforders of the times. The 
cruel perfecution of the faftion of Magnentius 
had filled Gaul with numerous bands of outlaws 
and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer 
of a general pardon from a prince whom they 
could truft, fubmitted to the reftraints of mili- 
tary difcipline, and retained only their impla- 
cable hatred to the perfon and government of 
Conftantius ,T . As foon as the feafon of the 
year permitted Julian to take the field, he ap«- 
peared at the head of his legions ; threw a bridge 
over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ; 
and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of the At- 
tuarii, a tribe of Franks, who prefumed that 
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers 
of a divided empire. The difficulty, as well ar 
glory, of this enterprize, confifted in a laborious 
march; and Julian had conquered, as foon as 
he could penetrate into a country, which former 



ch a; 
xxii. 



Hisfourt 
and fifth 
expedi- 
tions be- 
yond the 
Rhine, 
A.D.36 
361. 



16 See the firft tranfa&ions pf his reign, in Julian ad S. P. Qj_ 
Athcn. p. 285, 286. Ammianus, xx. 5. 8. Liban. Orat. Parent, 
e. 49, jo. p. 273--2J5. 

*7 Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 50. p. 275, 276. A ftrange dilorder, 
fince it continued above feven years. In the factions of the Greek 
republics, the exiles amounted to 20,000 perfons ; and Ifocrates 
allures Philip, that it would be eafier to raife an army from the va- 
gabonds than from the cities. See Hume's Efluys, tom. k, p. 426, 
♦*7* 

. You, IV, C princes 
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C xxii^* P rinces had con Gdered as inacceffible. After he 

v - had given peace to the Barbarians, the emperor 
Carefully vifited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Cleves to Bafil ; furveyed, with peculiar 
attention, the territories which he had recovered 
from the hands of the Alemanni, paflfed through 
Befamjon **, which had feverely fuffered from 
their fury, and fixed his head-quarters at Vienna 
for the enfuing winter. The barrier of Gaul 
was improved and ftrengthened with additional 
fortifications; and Julian entertained fome hopes, 
that the Germans, whom he had fo often van- 
quilhed, might, in his abfence, be reftrained, 
by the terror of his name. Vadomair ,s> was the 
only prince of the Alemanni, whom he efteemed 
or feared; and while the fubtle Barbarian affe&ed 
to obferve the faith of treaties, the progrefs of 
his arms threatened the ftate with an unfeafon- 
able and dangerous war. The policy of Julian 
condefcended to furprife the prince of the Ale- 
manni by his own arts ; and Vadomair, who, in 
the character of a friend, had incautioufly ac- . 
cepted an invitation from the Roman governors, 
was feized in the midft of the entertainment, 
and fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain. 



,s Julian (Epift. xxxviii. p. 414.) give* a lhort defcription of 
Vefontio, or Belanijon : a rocky peninfula almoft encircled by the 
river Douxj once a magnificent city, filled with temples, &c. now 
reduced to a fmall town, emerging however from it* ruins. 

•9 Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoted 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Phse- 
nicia. He ftill retained the fame artful charafler (Ammian. xxi. 4.); 
but, under the reign of Valens, he fignalifed hi» valour in the 
Armenian war (xxix. 1.). 

* Before 
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Before the Barbarians were recovered from their p * 
amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on »... v «.j 
the banks of the Rhine, and, once more cfoffing 
the river, renewed the deep impreffions of terrot 
and refpeft which had been already made by four 
preceding expeditions 

The ambafladors of Julian had been inftrutted Fruitiefc 
to execute, with the Utmofi diligence, their im- 
portant commifiion; But, in theirpaflage through 
Italy and Illyricumi they were detained by the 
tedious and affe&ed delays of the provincial go- 
vernors j they were condu&ed by flow joiirnies 
from Conftantinople to Czefarea in Cappadocia j 
and when at length they were admitted to the 
prefence of Conftantius, they found that he had 
already conceived, from the dilpatches of his 
own officers, the moft unfavourable opinion of 
the conduct of Julian, and of the Gallic armya 
The letters were heard with impatience; the 
trembling meflfengers were difmifled with indig- 
nation and contempt ; and the looks, the gef- 
tures, the furious language of the monarch, ex* 
prefled the diforder of his foul. The domeftic 
conneftion, which might have reconciled the 
brother and the hufband of Helena, was recently 
difiolved by the death of that princefs, whofe 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at laft fatal to herfelf The emprefs Eu- 

febia 

10 Ammian. xx. to. xxi. 3, 4.. Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 155. 

11 Her remains were fent to Rome, and interred near thofe of 
her filler Conllantina, in the fuburb of the Via Nomentona. Am- 
mian. xxi, 1. Libanius has compofed a very weak apology to 

C a • jollify 
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C xxn F preferved to the lad moment of her 

. - — life the warm, and even jealousy affe&ion which 
fhe had conceived for Julian; and her mild in- 
fluence might have moderated the reientment of 
■a prince, who, fince her death, was abandoned 
to his own paffions, and to the arts of his eu- 
nufchs. But the terror of a foreign invafion 
obliged him to fufpend the punifhment of a pri- 
vate enemy ; he continued his march towards the 
confines of Perfia, and thought it fufficient to 
fignify the conditions which might entitle Julian 
and his guilty followers to the clemency of their 
offended fovereign. He required, that the pre- 
fumptuous Csefar ihould expielsly renounce the 
appellation and rank of Auguftus, which he had 
accepted from the rebels ; that he Ihould defeend 
to his former ftation of a limited and dependent 
minifter; that he fhould veil the powers of the 
Hate and army in the hands of thofe officers who 
were appointed by the Imperial court; and that 
he fhould trufl his fafety to the afiurances of 
pardon, which were announced by Epi&etus, a 
Gallic bifhop, and one of the Arian favourites 
of Conflantius. Several months were ineffec- 
tually confumed in a treaty which was negociated 
at the diftance of three thoufand miles between 

juftify his hero from a very abfurd charge; of poifoning his wife, 
'and rewarding her phylician with his mother’s jewels. (See the 
feventh of feventcen new orations, publillied at Venice 1754, from 
a MS. in St. Mark's library, p. 117—127.) Elpidius, the Pr*- 
torian praefeft of the Eaft, to whole evidence the acculer of Julian 
-appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as tfftmir.au and ungrateful; yet 
the religion of Elpidius is praifed by Jerotn (tom. i. p. 243.), and 
his humanity by Ammiauu; (xxi. 6.). 

* Paris 
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Paris and Antioch; and, as foon as Tulian per- chap. 

ceived that his moderate and refpedrtful behaviour v 

ferved only to irritate the pride of an implacable 
adverfarv, he boldly refolved to commit his life 
and fortune to the chance of a civil war. He 
gave a public and military audience to the 
quaeftor Leonas : the haughty epiftle of Conftan- 
tius was read to the attentive multitude; and 
Julian protefted, with the mod flattering defe- 
rence, that he was ready to refign the title of 
Auguftus, if he could obtain, the confent of thofe 
whom he acknowledged as the authors of his 
elevation. The faint propofal was knpetuoufly 
filenced ; and the acclamations of “ Julian Au- 
“ guflus, continue to fcign, by the authority of 
“ the army, of the people, of the republic, 

** which you have fayed," thundered at once 
from every part of the field, and terrified the 
pale ambafiador of Conftantius. A part of the 
letter was afterwards read, in which the emperor, 
arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had inverted with the honours of the purple ; 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendernefs ; whom he had preferved in his in- 
fancy, when he was left a helplefs orphan ; “ an 
“ orphan!” interrupted Julian, who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paflions : “ Does the af- 
“ faflin of my family reproach me that I was 
“ left an orphan ? He urges me to revenge 
“ thofe injuries, which I have long ftudied to* 

“ forget.” The aflembly was difmifled ; and 
Jeonas, who, with fome difficulty, had been 

C 3 protefled- 
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C h^a p . protected from the popular fury, was fent back 
to his mafter, with an epiftle, in which Julian 
exprefied, in a ftrain of the moft vehement elo- 
quence, the fentiments of contempt, of hatred, 
and of refentment, which had been fupprefied 
and embittered by the diflimulation of twenty 
years. After this meffage, which might be con- 
fidered as a fignal of irreconcilable war, Julian, 
who, fome weeks before, had celebrated the 
Chriftian feftival of the Epiphany ”, made a 
public declaration that he committed the care of 
his fafety to the immortal gods ; and thus pub- 
licly renounced the religion, as well as the friend- 
(hip, of Conflantius * 3 . 

juiimpre- The fituation of Julia^p required a vigorous 
attack ° and immediate refolution. He had difcovered, 
Conftan- f wm intercepted letters, that his adverfary, fa- 
crificing the intereft of the ftate to that of the 

** Feriarum die quem celebrantes menfe Januario, Chriftiani 
Zpifhama distant, progreflus in eorum ecclefiam, folcmniter numine 
onto difceflit. Ammian. xxi. *. Zonaras obferves, that it was 

«. • I • ‘ * • 

on Chriflmas-day, and his affertion is not inconfiftent; fmce the 
churches of Egypt, Afia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the 
fame day (the fixth of January), the nativity and the baptifm of 
their Saviour. The Romans, as ignorant as their brethren of the 
real date of his birth, fixed the folemn feftival to the 15th of De- 
cember, the Brumalia, or winter folftice, when the Pagans annually 
celebrated the birth of the Sun. See Bingham’s Antiquities of the 
Chriftian Church, 1 . xx. c. 4. and Beaufobre Hift. Critique du 
Manicheifme, tom. ii. p. 690 — 700. 

*J The public and fecret negociations between Conftantius and 
Julian, muft be extrafted, with fome caution, from Julian himfelf 
(Orat. ad S. P. Athen. p. *86.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, 
c. 51. p. *76.), Ammianus (xx. 9.), Zofimus ( 1 . iii. p. 154.), 
and even Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 . xiii. p. *0, ax, **.), who, on this 
oecafion, appears to have pofiefied and fifed fome valuable mate- 
rials. 

monarch, 
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monarch, had again excited the Barbarians to C xxii 
invade the provinces of the Weft. The pofition ' — v— 
of two magazines, one of them collected on the 
banks of the lake of Conftance, the other formed 
at the foot of the Cottian Alps, Teemed to indi- 
cate the march of two armies j and the fize of 
thofe magazines, each of which confifted of fix 
hundred thoufand quarters of wheat, or rather 
flour **, was a threatening evidence of the ftrength 
and numbers of the enemy, who prepared to 
furround him. But the Imperial legions were 
ftill in their diftant quarters of Afia j the Da- 
nube was feebly guarded; and if Julian could 
occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the important 
provinces of Illyricum, '•he might expert that a 
people of foldiers would refort to his ftandard, 
and that the rich mines of gold and lilver would 
contribute to the expences of the civil war. He 
propofed this bold enterprife to the aflembly of 
the foldiers j infpired them with a juft confidence 
in their general, and in themfelves ; and exhort- 
ed them to maintain their reputation, of being 
terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow- 
citizens, and obedient to their officers. His 
fpirited difeourfe was received with the loudeft 
acclamations, and the fame troops which had 
taken up arms againft Conftantius, when he fum- 
mqned them to leave Gaul, now declared with 

*4 Three hundred myriads, or three millions of meiimni, a corn- 
meafure familiar to the Athenians, and which contained fix Roman 
moJii. Julian explains, like a foldier and a ftatefman, the danger 
pf his fituation, and the neceflity and advantages of an offenfive war 
(ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. *86, *87.). 

C 4 alacrity. 
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C H vV‘ alacri ty> ^at they would follow Julian to the 
J fartheft extremities of Europe or Afia. The oath 
of fidelity was adminiftered ; and the foldiers, 
claffiing their fhields, and pointing their drawn 
fwords to their throats, devoted themfelves, with 
horrid imprecations, to the fervice of a leader 
^whom they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, 
and the conqueror of the Germans i5 . This 
folemn engagement, which feemed to be dictated 
by affeCtion, rather than by duty, was fingly 
oppofed by Nebridius, who had been admitted 
to the office of Prstorian prsefeCt. That faith- 
ful minifter, alone and unaffifted, afiferted the 
rights of Conftantius in the midft of an armed 
and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almofl: 
fallen an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After 
Jofing one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword, 
he embraced the knees of the prince whom he 
had offended. Julian covered the praefedb with 
his Imperial mantle, and protecting him from 
the zeal of his followers, difmifled him to his 
own houfe, with lefs refpeCt than was perhaps 
due to the virtue of an enemy 26 . The high 
office of Nebridius was bcftowed on Salluft ; and 
the provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreffion of taxes, enjoyed 
the mild and equitable adminiftration of the friend 
of Julian, who was perrpitted tq pra&ife thofe 

-S See his oration, and the behaviour of the troops, in Am' 
. jnian. xxi. 5. 

1 <* He fternly refufed his hand tp the fuppliant prcefefl, whom he 
f;nt intd Tufcany (Ammian. xxi. j.). Libanius, with favage 
fury, infults Nebridius, applauds the foldiers, and almoll cenfures 
the humanity of Julian (Orat. Parent, c, 53. p. *78.). 

virtues 
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virtues which he had inftilled into the mind of c H A 
i xxu 

his pupil . v — 

The hopes of Julian depended much lefs on His nw 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity of Khine i 
his motions. In the execution of a daring en-: 
terprife, he availed himfelf of every precaution, 
as far as prudence could fuggeft ; and where , 
prudence could no longer accompany his Heps, 
he trufted the event to valour and to fortune. 

In the neighbourhood of Bafil he afiembled and 
divided his army lS . One body, which confided 
of ten thoufand men, was diredled, under the 
command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to 
advance through the midland parts of Rhtetia 
and Noricum. Afimilar divifion of troops, under 
the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to 
follow the oblique courfe of the highways, 

. through the Alps and the northern confines of 
Italy, The inftru&ions to the generals were 
conceived with energy and precifion : to haften 
their march in dole and compact columns, which, 
according to the difpofition of the ground, might 
readily be changed into any order of battle ; to 
fecure themfelves againfl: the furpriles of the night 
by ftrong polls and vigilant guards ; to prevent 
refiftance by their unexpended arrival j to elude 

*7 Animian. xxi. S. In this promotion, Julian obeyed the law 
which he publicly iinpolcd on himl'elf. Neque civilis quifqua® 
judex ncc militaris reftor, alio quodam praeter merita fuffragantc, 
ad potiorum vcniat gradunt (Ammian. xx. 5.). Abl'ence did not 
weaken bis regard for Salluit, with whofe name (A. D. 363.) lie 
honoured the confulfhip. 

** Ammianus (xxi. 3 .) aferibes the fame praflice, and the fame 
potjye, to Alexander the Great, and other ikijtul generals. 

exam in- 
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examination by their fudden departure ; to fpread 
the opinion of their ftrength, and the terror of 
his name ; and to join their fovereign under the 
walls of Sirmium. For himfelf, Julian had 
referved a more difficult and extraordinary part. 
He fele&ed three thoufand brave and adlive 
volunteers, refolved, like their leader, to call: 
behind them every hope of a retreat : at the head 
of this faithful band, he fearlefsly plunged into 
the recedes of the Marcian, or black foreft, which 
conceals the fources of the Danube 19 j and, for 
many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to 
the world. The fecrecy of his march, his dili- 
gence, and vigour, furmounted every obftacle j 
he forced his way over mountains and morafles, 
occupied the bridges or fwam the rivers, pur- 
fued his diretft courfe ,0 , without reflefling whe- 
ther he traverfed the territory of the Romans or 
of the Barbarians, and at length emerged, be- 
tween Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where 
he defigned to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well-concerted ftratagem, he feized a fleet 

*9 This wood was a part of the great Hercynian foreft, which, 
in the time of Catfar, ftretched away from the country of the Rau- 
raci (Bat'd) into the boundlcfs regions of the North. See Cluver. 
Germania Antiqua, 1 . iii. c. 47. 

3 ° Compare. Lihanius, Orat. Parent, c. 53. p. 178, *79, with 
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. 68. Even the faint admires the 
fpeed and fecrecy of this march. A modem divine might apply to 
the progrcfs of Julian, the lines which were originally defigned for 
another apoftate : 

— - — — So eagerly the fiend. 

O'er bog, or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way, 

And fwims, or links, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 

of 
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of light brigantines as it lay at anchor; fecured c h^P. 
a fupply of coarfe provifio.ns fufficient to fatisfy ,-y - Lj 

fhe indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gal- 
lic army ; and boldly committed himfelf to the 
ftream of the Danube. The labours of his ma- 
riners, who plied their oars with inceflant dili- 
gence, and the fteady continuance of a favourable 
wind, carried his fleet above feven hundred miles 
in eleven days n ; and he had already difembarked 
his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from 
Sirmium, before his enemies could receive any 
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of 
the Rhine. In the courfe of this long and rapid 
navigation, the mind of Julian was fixed on the 
objed: of his enterprife ; and though he accepted 
the deputation of fome cities, which haftened to 
claim the merit of an early fubmiflion, he patted 
before the hoftile ftations, which were placed 
along the river, without indulging the temptation 
of fignalizing an ufelefs and ill-timed valour. 

The banks of the Danube were crowded on either 
fide with fpeftators, who gazed on the military 
pomp, anticipated the importance of the event, 
and diffufed through the adjacent country the 
fame of a young hero, who advanced with more 

3 * In that interval the Notitia places two or three fleets, the Lau- 
riacenfis (at Lauriacum, orLorch), the Arlapenfis, the Maginenfis 5 
and mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii, who ihould 
be a fort of marines. Seft. lviii. edit. Labb. 

3 * Zofimus alone ( 1 . iii. p. 156.) has fpecified this interefting 
circumftance. Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6 , 7, 8.), who 
accompanied Julian, as count of the facred largefles, defcribes this 
voyage in a florid and piftorefque manner, challenges Triptolemua 
and the Argonauts of Greece, &c. 

than 
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c hap. than mortal fpeed at the head of the innumerable 

XXII r 

■ forces of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with the 

rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and 
perplexed by the doubtful reports, which he 
could neither rejed nor believe. He had taken 
fome flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe 
of colleding his troops ; when he was furprifed 
by Dagalaiphus, an adive officer, whom Julian, 
as foon as he landed at Bononia, had pulhed 
forwards with fome light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was haftily 
- thrown upon a horfe, and conduded to the pre- 
fence of Julian; who kindly raifed him from the 
ground, and difpelled the terror and amazement 
which feemed to ftupify his faculties. But Lu-- 
cilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, than he 
betrayed his want of difcretion, by prefuming 
to admonifli his conqueror, that he had ralhly 
ventured, with a handful of men, to expofe his 
perfon in the midft of his enemies. ** Referve 
« for your mafter Conftantius thefe timid remon- 
cc ftrances,” replied Julian, with a Anile of con- 
tempt; “ when I gave you my purple to kifs, 
<< I received you not as a counfellor, but as a 
“ fuppliant.” Confcious that fuccefs alone could 
juftify his attempt, and that boldnefs only could 
command fuccefs, he inftantly advanced, at the 
head of three thoufand foldiers, to attack the 
ftrongeft and moft populous city of the Illyrian 
provinces. As he entered the long fuburb of 
Sirmium, he was received by the joyful accla- 
mations of the army and people ; who, crowned 

with 
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with flowers, and holding lighted tapers in their c ^,/^p. 
hands, conduced their acknowledged fovereign > — y— » 
to his Imperial refidence. Two days were de- 
voted to the public joy, which was celebrated by 
the games of the Circus ; bur, early on the 
morning of the third day, Julian marched to 
occupy the narrow pafs of Succi, in the defiles of 
Mount Haemus j which, almoft in the mid-way 
between Sirmium and Conftantinople, feparates 
t-he provinces of Thrace and Dacia, by an- abrupt 
defcent towards the former, and a gentle decli- 
vity on the fide of the latter 33 . The defence of 
this important poll was entrufted to the brave 
Nevittaj who, as well as the generlTs of the 
Italian divifion, fuccefsfully executed the plan of 
the march and junction which their mailer had 
fo ably conceived 3 *. 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the He juft fits 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended his cuule * 
far beyond the immediate effect of his arms 3S . 

The prsefedtures of Italy and Illyricum were ad- 
miniftered by Taurus and Florentius, who united 
that important office with the vain honours of the 
confullhip ; and as thole magiftrates had retired 

33 The defeription of Ammianus, which might be fupported by 
collateral evidence, afeertains the precife fituation of the Anpfli* 

Succorum, or pafles of Succi. M. d’Anville, from the trifling refem- 
blance of names, has placed them between Sardica and Naiflus. 

For my own juftification, I am obliged to mention the only error 
which I have difeovered in the maps or writings of that admirable 
geographer. 

1+ Whatever circumftances we m3y borrow clfewhere, Aramia- 
nus (xxi. 8, 9, io.) ftill fupplies the feries of the narrative. 

1 S Ammian. xxi. 9, 10. Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 54. p. 179, 
s?o. Zofimus, 1 , iii. p. 156, 157. 

with 
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C xxii P Wlt ^ precipitation to the court of Afia, Julian# 
v.— who could not always reftrain the levity of his 
temper, (ligmatized their flight by adding, in all 
the A£ts of the Year, the epithet of fugitive to 
the names of the two confuls. The provinces 
which had been deferted by their firft magiftrates 
acknowledged the authority of an emperor, who, 
conciliating the qualities of a foldier with thofe 
of a philofopher, was equally admired in the 
camps of the Danube, and in the cities of Greece. 
From his palace, or, more properly, from his 
head-quarters of Sirmium and Naiflus, he diftri- 
buted to the principal cities of the empire, a 
laboured*apology for his own conduit ; publilhed 
the fecret difpatches of Conftantius pand folicited 
the judgment of mankind between two compe- 
titors, the one of whom had expelled, and the 
other had invited, the Barbarians 36 . Julian, 
whofe mind was deeply wounded by the reproach 
of ingratitude, afpired to maintain, by argument 
as well as by arms, the fuperior merits of his 
caufe ; and to excel, not only in the arts of war, 
but in thofe of compofition. His epiftle to the 
fenate and people of Athens 37 feems to have been 
, di&ated 

Julian (ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. i?6.) pofitively aflerts, that he 
intercepted the letters of Conftantius to the Barbarians : and Liba- 
nius as pofitively affirms, that he read them on his march to the 
troops and the cities. Yet Ammianus (xxi. 4.) exprefies himfelf 
with cool and candid hefitation, ft farr.a filiut admittenda eft fides. 
He fpecifies, however, an intercepted letter from Vadomair to Con- 
ftantius, which fuppofes an intimate correfpondence between them 3 
“ Caefar tuus difeiplinam non habet.” 

17 Zofimus mentions his epiftles to the Athenians, the Corin- 
Aians, and the Lacedemonians. The fubftance was probably the 

'fame. 
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di&ated by an elegant enthufiafmj which prompted c ha p. 
him to fubmit his actions and his motives to the ■_ — 
degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the 
fame humble deference, as if he had been plead- 
ing, in the days of Ariflides, before the tribunal 
of the Areopagus. His application to the fenate 
of Rome, which was ftill permitted to beftow 
the titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An afiembly 
was fummoned by Tertullus, przefett of the city; 
the epiftle of Julian was read j and as he appeared 
to be mafter of Italy, his claims were admitted 
without a diffenting voice. His oblique cenfure 
of the innovations of Conftantine, and his paf- 
fionate invettive againft the vices of Conftantius, 
were heard with lefs fatisfattion ; and the fenate, 
as if Julian had been prefent, unanimoufly ex- 
claimed, “ Refpeft, we befeech you, the author 
“ of your own fortune An artful expreflion, 
which, according to the chance of war, might 
be differently explained j as a manly reproof of 
the ingratitude of the ufurper, or as a flattering 
confeflion, that a Angle act of fuch benefit to the 
(late ought to atone for all the failings of Con- 
ftantius. 

fame, though the addrefs was properly varied. The epiftle to the 
Athenian* is ftill extant (p. »68 — *87.), and has afforded much 
valuable information. It deferves the praifes of the Abbe de la 
Bleterie (Pref. a l’Hiftoire de Jovien, p. 14, *5-)> and is one of 
the beft manifeftoes to be found in any language. 

3 ® Audtri tut reverentiam rogmus. Ammian. xxi. 10. It is amuf- 
ing enough to obferve the fecret conflicts of the fenate between 
flattery and fear. See Tacit. Hitt. i. 85. 

6 ' The 



Digitized by Google 




THE DECLINE AND FALL 



32 

chap. The intelligence of the march and rapid pro- 
grefs of Julian was fpeedily tranfmitted to his 
Hoftile rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had obtained 
prepared- p ome re | pice from the Perfian war. Difguifing 
$r the anguifh of his foul under the femblance of 
contempt, Conftantius profelfed his intention of 
returning into Europe, and of giving ch^ce to 
Julian; for he never fpoke of this military expe- 
dition in any other light than that of a hunting 
party In the camp of Hierapolis, in Syria, 
he communicated this defign to his army; {lightly 
mentioned the guilt and raflinefs of the Casfar; 
and ventured to afl'ure them, that if the muti- 
neers of Gaul prefumed to meet them in the 
field, they would be unable to fuftain the fire of 
their eyes, and the irrefiftible weight of their 
fhout of onfet. The fpeech of the emperor was 
received with military applaufe, and Theodotus, 
the prefident of the council of Hierapolis, re- 
quefted, with tears of adulation, that bis city 
might be adorned with the head of the vanquifhed 
rebel +0 . A chofen detachment was difpatched 
away in poft-waggons, to fecure, if it were yet 
pofiible, the pals of Sued ; the recruits, the 
horfes, the arms, and the magazines which had 
been prepared againft Sapor, were appropriated 
to the fervice of the civil war ; and the domeftic 

>9 Tanquam venaticiam prtedam caperet : hoc enim ad Ieniendura. 
fuorum metuin fubindc praedicabat. Ammian. xxi. 7. 

4 ° See the fpeech and preparations in Ammianus, xxi. 13. The 
vile Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from 
the merciful conqueror, who fignified his with of dimim/hing hi* 
enemies, and increafing the number of his friends (xxii. 14.). 

! victories 

t 
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Vi&ories of Conftantius infpired his partifans C xxii 1 '" 
with the moft fanguine afiurances of fuccefs. u— y — •* 
The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name 
the provinces of Afrytaj the fubfiftence of Rome 
was intercepted j and the diftrefs of Julian was 
increafed, by an unexpended event, which might 
have been produ&ive of fatal confequences. 

Julian had received the fubmiflion of two legions 
and a cohort of archers, who were ftarioned at 
Sirmium but he fufpe&ed, with reafon, the fide- • 
lity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 
guifhed by the emperor ■, and it was thought 
expedient, under the pretence of the expofed 
ftate of the Gallic frontier, to difmifs them from 
the moft important fcene of aftion. They ad* 
vanced, with reludtance, as far as the confines 
of Italy ; but as they dreaded the length of the 
way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, 
they refolved, by the inftigation of one of their 
tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to eredt the 
banners of Cbnftantius on the walls of that im* 
pregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per- 
ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and the 
neceflity of applying an immediate remedy. By 
his order, Jovinus led back a part of the army 
into Italy j and the fiege of Aquileia was formed 
with diligence, and profecuted with vigour. But 
the legionaries, who feemed to have rejected the 
yoke of difcipline, conduced the defence of the 
place with fkill and perfeverance j invited the 
reft of Italy to imitate the example of their cou T 
rage and loyalty; and threatened the retreat of 
Voi. IV. D Julian, 
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chap. Julian, if he Ihould be forced to yield to the 
fuperior numbers of the armies of the Eaft 4 *. 
and death But the humanity of Julian was preferved from 
dantius' cruel alternative, which he pathetically la- 

a.d. 361, ments, of deftroying, or of being himfelf deftroy- 

]Nov» 3. 

ed : and the feafonable death of Conftantius 

delivered the Roman empire from the calamities 
of civil war. The approach of winter could not 
detain the monarch at Antioch ; and his favou- 
• rites durft not oppofe his impatient defire of 
revenge. A flight fever, which was perhaps 
occafioned by the agitation of his fpirits, was 
encreafed by the fatigues of the journey ; and 
Conftantius was obliged to halt at the little town 
of Mopfucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus, 
where he expired, after a fhort illnefs, in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth 
of his reign 4 \ His genuine character, which 
was compoled of pride and wcaknefs, of fuper- 
ftition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed in 



4 ’ Ammian. xxi. 7. xi, is. He feercs to defcribe, with fuper- 
fluous labour, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia, which, on 
this occafion, maintained its impregnable fame. Gregory Nazi- 
anzen {Orat. iii. p. 68.) afcribes this accidental revolt to the wifdom 
of Conftantius, whofe allured viftory he announces with fome ap- 
pearance of truth. Conftantio quern credtbat proculdubio fore vic- 
torem : nemo enim omnium tunc ab hac conftanti fententia difcre- 
pebat. Ammian. xxi. 7. 

4 * His death and charafter are faithfully delineated by Ammia- 
nus (xxi. 14, ij, 16.) 5 and we are authorifed to defpife and deteft 
the foolilli calumny of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 68.), who accufes 
Julian of contriving the death of his benefactor. The private re- 
pentance of the emperor, that he had (pared and promoted Julian 
(p. 69. and Orat. xxi. p. 389.), is not improbable in itfclf, nor 
incompatible with the public verbal teftament, which prudential 
eonliderations might dilate in the lift moments of his life. 

7 the 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE feOMAN EMPIRE. 35 

the preceding narrative of civil and ecclefiaftical c 
events. The long abufe of power rendered < — v — * 
him a confiderable object in the eyes of his con- 
temporaries but as perlbnal merit can alone 
deferve the notice of pofterity, the laft of the 
fons of Conftantine may be difmiffed from the 
world with the remark, that he inherited the 
defects, without the abilities, of his father. Be- 
fore Conftantius expired, he is faid to have named 
Julian for his fucceflor ; nor does it feem impro- 
bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of 
a young and tender wife, whom he left with 
child, may have prevailed, in his laft moments, 
over the harlher paffions of hatred and revenge. 
Eufebius, and his guilty aflociates, made a faint 
attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, 
by the eleflion of another emperor : but their 
intrigues were rejefted with difdain by an army 
which now abhorred the thought of civil dif- 
cord •, and two officers of rank were inftantly 
difpatched, to affure Julian, that every fword in 
the empire would be drawn for his fervice. The 
military defigns of that prince, who had formed 
three different attacks againft Thrace, were pre- 
vented by this fortunate event. Without ffied- 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcaped 
the dangers of a doubtful conflict, and acquired 
the advantages of a complete viftory. Impatient 
to vifit the place of his birth, and the new 
capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiffus 
through the mountains of Haemus, and the cities 
of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea, at the 

D 2 diftance 
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C xxii P ’ ^iftance fixty milesj all Conftantinople was 
t — -v — tmj poured forth to receive him j and he made his 
; triumphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations 
ftamino- of the foldicrs, the people, and the fenate. An 
Dec. 11. innumerable multitude prefled around him with 
eager refpedt ; and were perhaps difappointed 
when they beheld the fmall flature, and Ample 
garb, of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth had 
vanquished the Barbarians of Germany, and who 
had now traverfed, in a fuccefsful career, the 
whole continent of Europe, from the fhores of the 
Atlantic to thofe of the Bofphorus 4J . A few 
days afterwards, when the remains of the deceafed 
emperor were landed in the harbour, the fubje&s 
of Julian applauded the real or affefted humanity 
of their fovereign. On foot, without his diadem, 
and clothed in a mourning habit, he accompanied 
the funeral as far as the church of the Holy 
Apoflles, where the body was depofited : and 
if thefe marks of refpe<5t may be interpreted as a 
felfflh tribute to the birth and dignity of his Im- 
perial kinfman, the tears of Julian profefled to 
the world, that he had forgot the injuries, and 
remembered only the obligations, which he had 
received from Conftantius **. As foon as the 

4 ? In defcribing the triumph of Julian, Ammianus (xxii. i, *.) 
afl'umes the lofty tone of an orator or poet; while Libanius (Oral. 
Parent, c. 56. p. 281.) fmks to the grave fimplicity of an hiftorian. 

4 + The funeral of Conftantius is deferibed by Ammianus (xxi. 
16.), Gregory Nazianacn (Orat. iv. p. 119.), Mamertinus (in Pa- 
itegyr. Vet. xi. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. 183.), 
and Phdoftorgius (I. vi. c. 6. with Godcfroy’s Diftertations, p. 265.). 
Thefe writers, and their followers, Pagans, Catholics, Arians, be- 
held with very different eyes both the dead and the living emperor. 

legions 
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legions of Aquileia were a flu red of the death of c 11 A ”• 
the emperor, they opened the gates of the city, 
and, by the 1'acrifice of their guilty leaders, ob- 
tained an eafy pardon from the prudence or lenity ancl ; s ac _ 
of Julian j who, in the thirty-fecorid year of his knovt, kdg- 

... 4 ed by the 

age, acquired the undifputed poneflion of the whole mi. 
Roman empire 4S . pirt ' 

Philofophy had inftruCted Julian to compare His civil 
the advantages of aCtion and retirement ; but men^and 
the elevation of his birth, and the accidents of F. ivaie 
his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. 



He might perhaps fincerely have preferred the 
groves of the academy, and the fociety of Athens; 
but he was conftrained, at firft by the will, and 
afterwards by the injuftice, of Conftantius, to 
expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of 
Imperial greatnefs; and to make himfelf account- 
able to the world, and to pofterity, for the hap- 
pinefs of millions 4<s . Julian recollected with 
terror the obfervation of his mailer Plato 4T , that 
the government of our flocks and herds is always 



45 The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfectly af- 
- certained. The day is probably the fixth of November, and the 
year muft be either 331 or 33*. Tillemont, Hift. des Eropereurs, 
tom. iv. p. 693. f)ucange, Fam. Byzantin. p. jo. I have pre- 
ferred the earlier date. 

4 * Julian himfelf (p. 153 — 167.) has exprefied thefe philofophical 
ideas, with much eloquence, and fome affeftation, in a very elabo- 
rate epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bleterie (tom. ii. p. 146 „ 
—193.), who has given an elegant tranllation, is inclined to believe 
that it was the celebrated Themiltius, whofe orations are ftili extant. 

47 Julian ad Themift. p. 138. Petavius (not. p. 95.) obferves, 
that this | aflage is taken from the fourth book de Legibusj but 
either Julian quoted from memory, or his MSS. were different from 
. *mrs. Xenophon opens the Cyropaedia with a fimiiar refleftion. 

D 1 com- 
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committed to beings of a fuperior fpecies ; and * 
that the conduct of nations requires and deferves 
the celtrtial powers of the Gods or of the Genii. 
From this principle he juftly concluded, that the 
man who prefumes to reign, fhould afpire to the 
perfection of the divine na'ture ; that he fhould 
purify his foul from her mortal and terreftrial 
part ; that he fhould extinguifh his appetites, en- 
lighten his underftanding, regulate his paffions, 
and fubdue the wild beaft, which, according to 
the 1 ivelv metaphor of Ariftotle **, feldom fails 
to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne 
of Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed 
on an independent bafis, was the feat of reafon, 
of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed 
the honours, renounced the pleafures, and dis- 
charged with incefiant diligence the duties, of 
his exalted ftation ; and there were few among 
his fubjefts who would have confented to relieve 
him fiom the weight of the diadem, had they 
been obliged to fubmit their time and their ac- 
tions to the rigorous laws which their philofophic 
emperor impoled on himfelf. One of his mod 
intimate friends 49 , who had often fhared the 
frugal fimplicity of his table, has remarked, that 
his light and fparing diet (which was ufually of 

4 ® O it atSfXtnt KsXftwv a(x u, i Am **« Stfiw- Ariftot. ap Julian, 
p. z 6 i. The MS. of Voflius, unfatisfied with a (ingle heart, affords 
the ftronger reading of t^ a , which the experience of defpotilin may 
warrant. 

49 Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. lxxxiv. Ixxxv. p. 310, 311, 311.) 
has given this interefting detail of the private life of Julian. He 
himfelf (in Mifopogon, p. 330.) mentions his vegetable diet, and 
upbraids the grofs and fenfual appetite of the people of Antioch. 

the 
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*he vegetable kind) left his mind and body always 
free and adtive, for the various and important v — y — j 
bufinefs of an author, a pontiff, a magiftrate, a 
general, and a prince. In one and the fame day, 
he gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, and 
wrote, or dilated, a great number of letters to 
his generals, his civil magiftrates, his private 
friends, and the different qities of his dominions. 

He liftened to the memorials which had been 
received, confidered the fubjedl of the petitions, 
and fignified his intentions more rapidly than 
they could be taken in fhort-hand by the dili- 
gence of his fecretaries. He pofTeffed fuch flex- 
ibility of thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention, 
that he could employ his hand to write, his ear 
to liflen, and his voice to didtatej and purfue at 
once three feveral trains of ideas, without hefi- 
tation, and without error. While his minifters 
repofed, the prince flew with agility from one 
labour to another, and, after a hafty dinner, 
retired into his library, till the phblic bufinefs, 
which he had appointed for the evening, fum- 
moned him to interrupt the profecution of his 
ftudies. The fupper of the emperor was ftill lefs 
fubftantial than the former meal ; nis fleep was 
never clouded by the fumes of indigeflion •, and, 
except in the fhort interval of a marriage, which 
was the effedl of policy rather than love, the 
chafte Julian never fliared his bed with a female 
companion ?0 . He was foon awakened by the 

entrance 

5° Leflulas . . . Veftalium toris purior, is the praife which 
Mamertinus (Pancgyr. Vet. xi. 13 .) addrdfcs to Julian himfelf. 

D 4 . Libanius 
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C xxii P entrance f ecretaries J who had flept the 

preceding day; and his fervancs were obliged to 
wait alternately, while their indefatigable mallei? 
allowed himfelf fcarcely any other refrelhment 
than the change of occupations. The predecelTors 
of Julian, his uncle, his brother, and his coufin, 
indulged their puerile talle for the games of the 
circus, under the fpecious pretence of complying 
with the inclinations of the people ; and they 
frequently remained the greatell part of the day, 
as idle fpeflators, and as a part of the fplendid 
jpeftacle, till the ordinary round of twenty-four 
races 51 was completely finilhed. On folema 
feftivals, Julian, who felt and profelfed an un- 
falhionable diflike to thefe frivolous amufements, 
condefcended to appear in the circus j and after 
bellowing a carelefs glance on five or fix of the 
races, he hallily withdrew, with the impatience 
of a philofopher, who confidered every moment 



Libanius affirms, in fober peremptory language, that Julian never 
knew a woman before his marriage, or after the death of his wife 
(Orat. Parent, c. lxxxviii. p. 313.). The chaftity of Julian is. 
confirmed by the impartial teftimony of Ammianus (xxv. 4.), and 
, the partial filence of the Chriftians. Yet Julian ironically urges 
the reproach of the people of Antioch, that he almoft always (®c nrw.i, 
in Mifopogon. p. 343.) lay alone. This fufpicious expreffion is 
explained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, tom. ii, 
p. 103— 109.) with candour and ingenuity. 

s' See Salmafius ad Sueton. in Claud, c. xr;i. A twenty-fifth 
race, or vnjfus, was added, to complete the number of one hundred 
fhariots, four of which, the four colours, ftarted each heat. 

Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad flumina currus. 

It appears, that they ran five or fevcn times round the Meta (Sueton, 
in Domitian. c. 4.); and (from the meafure of the Circus Max- 
imus at Rome, the Hippodrome at Conftantinople, See.) it might^bc 
jbput a four-mile coqrfe, 

a* 
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as loft, that was not devoted to the advantage of 
the public, or the improvement of his own 
mind 5 *. By this avarice of time, he feemed to 
protraft the ftiort duration of his reign 5 and if 
the dates were lefs fecurelv afcertaine’d, we fliould 
refufe to believe, that only fixteen months elapfed 
between the death of Conftantius and the de- 
parture of his fuccefior for the Berfian war. The 
actions of Julian can only be preferved by the 
care of the hiftorian ; but the portion of his vo- 
luminous writings, which is ftill extant, remains 
as a monument of the application, as well as of 
the genius, of the emperor. The Mifopogon, 
the Casfars, feveral of his orations, and his ela- 
borate work againft the Chriftian religion, were 
compofed in the long nights of the two winters, 
the former of which he pafifed at Conftantinople, 
and the latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of the Imperial court was 
one of the firft and moft neceffary adls of the 
government of Julian S3 . Soon after his entrance 
into the palace of Conftantinople, he had oc- 
cafion for the fervice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently drefled, immediately prefented him- 
felf. * c It is a barber,” exclaimed the prince, 

5 * Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 34.0. Julius Caefar had offended the 
Roman people by reading his difpatches during the aftual race. 
Auguttus indulged their tafte, or his own, by his conftant attention 
to the important bulinel's of the circus, for which he profefl'ed the 
vrarmeft inclination. Sueton. in Auguft. c. xlv. 

The reformation of the palace is deferibed by Ammianus 
(xxii. 4.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. lxii. p. 288, &c.), Mamer- 
tinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. it.}, Socrates ( 1 . hi, c. x and Zo- 
J>apas (tom,ii. 1. xiii. p. 24.) 

- * with 
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c hap. w ith affe&ed furprife, “ that I want, and not a 
i— -v-mj receiver-general of the finances 5+ .” He quef- 

tioned the man concerning the profits of his 
employment ; and was informed, that befides a 
large falary, and fome valuable perquifites, he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty fervants, 
and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers, a 
thoufand cup-baarers, a thoufand cooks, were 
diftributed in the feveral offices of luxury ; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infects of a fummer’s day ”, The mo- 
narch who refigned to his fubjedts the fuperiority 
of merit and virtue, was diftinguiffied by the 
oppreffive magnificence ,of his drefs, his table, 
his buildings, and his train. The (lately palaces 
erefted bv Condantine and his fons, were deco- 
rated with many coloured marbles, and orna- 
ments of mafly gold. The mod exquifite dain- 
ties were procured, to gratify their pride, rather 
than their tade; birds of the mod didant cli- 
mates, fi(h from the mod remote fens, fruits out 
of their natural feafon, winter rofes, and dimmer 
fnows 5<i . The domedic crowd of the palace 

furpaffed 

54 Ego non raiionalm juffi fed tonforcm aceiri. Znnaras ufes the 
lefs natural image of a fenator. Yet an officer of the finances, who 
was fatiated with wealth, might defire and obtain the honours of the 
fenate. 

55 put ft i*ar tb{, ft rXnv;, Cfj. r \y\ 

Tfairffairoiajr, c uir ep ra; /uvtaf ~ 01 ' trtiftin are the 

original words of Libanius, which I have faithfully quoted, left 
I ihould be fufpeflcd of magnifying the abides of the royal houfe- 
hold. 

5 6 The expreffions of Mamertinus are lively and forcible. Q^dn 
etiam prandiorum et csenaram laboratas rnagnitudines Rotnanus po- 

pulus 
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furpafled the expence of the legions* yet the C J ^ L I 1> * 

fmalleft part of this coftly multitude was fubfer- * t 

vient to the ufe, or even to the fplendor, of the 
throne. The monarch was difgraced, and the 
people was injured, by the creation and fale of 
an infinite number of obfcure, and even titular 
employments * and the moft worthlefs of man- 
kind might purchafe the privilege of being 
maintained, without the neceflity of labour, from 
the public revenue. The wafte of an enormous 
houfehold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites, 
which were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and 
the bribes which they extorted from thofe who 
feared their enmity, or folicited their favour, 
fuddenly enriched thefe haughty menials. They 
abufed their fortune, without confidering their 
paft, or their future, condition j and their rapine 
and venality could be equalled only by the ex- 
travagance of their diflipations. Their filkeri 
robes were embroidered with gold, their tables 
were ferved with delicacy and profufion j the 
houfes which they built for their own ufe, would 
have covered the farm of an ancient conful * and 
the moft honourable citizens were obliged to 
difmount from their horfes, and refpeftfully to 
falute an eunuch whom they met on the public 
highway. The luxury of the palace excited the 
contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufually 
flept on the ground, who yielded with relu&ance 



pulus fenfit j'cum quxfitifllmx dapes non guftu fed difficuitatibus 
seftimarentur ; miracula avium, longinqui marts pifees, alieni tem- 
poris poma, seilivs r.ives, hybernx rolae. 

to 
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° xxn P* t0 t ^ ie * nc ^^P en ^ a ^ e ca ^ s o^‘ nature; and who 
*■ ■ placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in de- 

fpifing, the pomp of royalty. By the total ex- 
i tirpation of a tnifchief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent, he was impatient to re- 
lieve the didrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs, 
of the people ; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs 
the weight of taxes, if they are convinced that 
the fruits of their indudry are appropriated to 
the fervice of the date. But in the execution of 
this falutary work, Julian is accufed of proceed- 
ing with too much hade and inconfiderate feve- 
rity. By a Angle edict, he reduced the palace 
of Condantinople to an immenfe defert, and dif- 
miffed with ignominy the whole train of flaves 
and dependents 57 , without providing any juft, 
or at lead benevolent, exceptions, for the age, 
the fervices, or the poverty, of the faithful do- 
medics of the Imperial family. Such indeed 
was the temper of Julian, who feldom recollected 
the fundamental maxim of Aridotle, that true 
virtue is placed at an equal didance between the 
oppofite vices. The fplendid and effeminate 
drefs of the Afiatics, the curls and paint, the 
collars and bracelets, which had appeared fo ri- 
diculous in the perfon of Condantine* were con- 
fidently rejected by his philofophic fucceffor. 

57 Yet Julian himfeif was accufed of bellowing whole towns on 
the eunuchs (Orat. vii. againfl Polyclet. p. j 17 — 127.). Libaniug 
contents himfeif with a cold but pofitivc denial of the fa£l, which 
teems indeed to belong more properly to Conliantius. This charge, 
however, may allude to lb arc unknown circumftance. 

But 
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But with the fopperies, Julian affedted to re- c XX ir P 
nounce the decencies, of drefs ; and feemed to » — * — ■* 
value himfelf for his neglect of the laws of clean- 
linefs. In a fatirical performance, which was 
defigned for the public eye, the emperor defcants 
with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length 
of his nails, and the inky blacknefs of his hands} 
protefts, that although the greateft part of his 
body was covered with hair, the ufe of the razor 
was confined to his head alone ; and celebrates, 
with vifible complacency, the lhaggy and popu - , 

bus* beard, which he fondly cherilhed, after 
the example of the philofophers of Greece. Had 
Julian confulted the fimple dictates of reafon, 
the firft: magiftrate of the Romans would have 
fcorned the aftedlation of Diogenes, as well as 
that of Darius, 

.But the work of public reformation would Chamber 
have remained imperfedt, if Julian had only cor- of i uftice * 
redted the abufes, without punilhing the crimes, 
of his predecefior’s reign. “ We are now de- 
<f livered,” fays he, in a familiar letter to one 
of his intimate friends, “ we are now furprifingly 
“ delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 

J® In the Mifopogon (p. 338, 339.) he draws a very lingular 
pi flure of himfelf, and the following words are ftrangely charac- 
teriftic ; avres TfOTiSinea tot 0 a Buv rarm traryma . . . raura toi 

' rm ' 1 trmi f* Sofia n. The friends of the 

Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation, 
not to tran date this paflage, fo offenfive to their delicacy (Hill, de 
Jovien, tom. ii. p. 94..). Like him, I have contented myfelf with 
a tranfient allufion ; but the little animal, which Julian tiaati, is a 
bctfl familiar to man, and fignifies love, 

« dra. 
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chap. « dra 59 . I do not mean to apply that epithet 
w — ' , - “ to my brother Conflantius. He is no more ; 
“ may the earth lie light on his head ! But his 
“ artful and cruel favourites ftudied to deceive 
“ and exafperate a prince, whofe natural mild- 
«* nefs cannot be praifed without fome efforts of 
adulation. It is not, however, my intention, 
«« that even thofe men fhould be oppreffed : they 
“ are accufed, and they fhall enjoy the benefit 
tc of a fair and impartial trial.” To conduct 
this enquiry, Julian named fix judges of the 

i 

higheft rank in the ftate and army and as he 
wifhed to efcape the reproach of condemning his 
perfonal enemies, he fixed this extraordinary 
tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic fide of the 
Bofphorus ; and transferred to the commiffioners 
an abfolute power to pronounce and execute 
, their final fentence, without delay, and without: 

appeal. The office of prefident was exercifed 
by the venerable pracfed of the Eaff, a fe.cond 
Salluft 60 , whofe virtues conciliated the efteem of 
Greek fophifts, and of Chriftian biffiops. He 
* * . < 
59 Julian, epift. xxiii. p. 389. He ules the words roXu*s<f.aAo» 
»'!■{«*, in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like himfelf, was 
converfant with the Greek poets. 

6° The two Sallufts, the prsefeft of Gaul, and the prsefeft of the 
• Eaft, muft be carefully diftinguilhed (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. 

p. 696.). I have ufed the furname of Stcmdut, as a convenient 
epithet. The fecond Salluft extorted the efteem of the Chriftians 
themfelves ; and Gregory Nazianzen, who condemned his religion, 
has celebrated his virtues (Orat. iii. p. 90.). See a curious note of 
the Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p. 363, 
i . 

was 
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was afiifted by the eloquent Mamertinus 6 ‘, one 

of the confute elect, whofe merit is loudly cele- » 

brated by the doubtful evidence of his own ap- 
plaufe. But the civil wifdom of tw v o magif- 
trates was overbalanced by the ferocious violence 
of four generals, Nevitta, Agilo, Jovinus, and 
Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would have 
feen with lefs furprife at the bar than on the 
bench, was fuppofcd to pofiefs the fecret of the 
commiffion ; the armed and angry leaders of the 
Jovian and Herculian bands encompafied the 
tribunal; and the judges were alternately fwayed 
by the laws of juftice, and by the clamours of 
fa&ion 6 *. 

The chamberlain Eufebius, who had fo long Pnnifli- 
abufed the favour of Conftantius, expiated, by ^"cent ' 
an ignominious death, the infolence, the corrup- and the 
tion, and cruelty of his fervile reign. The exe- guilt> ' 
cutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an in- 
adequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans, whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfelf (if we may ufe the pathetic expreflion of 
Ammianus 61 ) appeared to weep over the fate , 

61 Mamertinus praifes the emperor (xi. j.) for beftowing the 
offices of Trcafurcr and Praefeft on a man of wildom, firmnefs, iq- 
tegrity, &c. like himfelf. Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. i.) 
among the minifters of Julian, quorum merita norat et tidem. 

6i The proceedings of this chamber of juftice are related by Am- 
roianus (xxii. 3.), and praifed by Libanius ;Orat. Parent, c. 74, 
p. 299, 300.). 

6 1 Urfuli vero necem ipfa mlhi vidctur flelfe juftitia. Libanius,, 
who imputes his death to the foldiers, attempts to crimiuate the , 
count of the largeffes. 

of 
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chap, of Urfulus, the treafurer of the empire : and his 
XXII. . . 1 

U y blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian, whofe 

diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the in- * 
trepid liberality of that honeft minifter. The 
rage of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by 
his indifcretion, was the caufe and the excufe of 
his death ; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, of- 
fered fome confolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prefecture 
and confulfhip 64 , Taurus and Fiorentius were 
reduced to implore the clemency of the inex- 
orable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former was 
banilhed to Vercell^ in Italy, and a fentence of 
death was pronounced againft the latter. A wife 
prince lhould have rewarded the crime of Tau- 
rus : the faithful minifter, when he was no 
longer able to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel* 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefadtor 
and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Fio- 
rentius juftified the feverity of the judges; and 
his efcape ferved to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian ; who nobly checked the interefted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 



6 + Such refpeft was ftill entertained for the venerable names of 
the commonwealth, that the public was furprifed and fcandalized 
to heai' Taurus fummoned as a criminal under the confullhip of 
Taurus. The fummons of his colleague Fiorentius was probably 
delayed till die commencement of the enfuing year. 

* juft 
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jtofc refentment * s . Some months after the tri- c ^^ p * 
bunal of Chalcedon had been dilTolved, the pra;- « — , r — • 
torian vicegerent of Africa, the notary Gauden- 
tius, and Artemius 66 duke of Egypt, were exe- 
cuted at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province j 
Gaudentius had long pra&ifed the arts of ca- 
lumny againft the innocent, the virtuous, and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf. Yet the 
tircumftances of their trial and condemnation 
were fo unfkilfully managed, that thefe wicked 
men obtained, in the public opinioh, the glory 
of fuffering for the obftinate loyalty with which 
they had fupported the caufe of Conftantius. 

The reft of his fervants were prote&ed by a ge- 
neral ad of oblivion j and they were left to enjoy 
with impunity the bribes which they had ac- 
cepted, either to defend the opprefled, or to 
opprefs the friendlefs. This meafure, which, on 
the founded principles of policy, may deferve 
our approbation, was executed in a manner which 
feemed to degrade the majefty of the throne. 

Julian was tormented by the importunities of at 
multitude, particularly of Egyptians, who loudly 
redemanded the gifts which they had imprudently 

6 * Ammian. xx. 7. 

66 For the guilt and punilhment of Artemius, fee Julian (Epift. x. 
p. 379.)* and Ammianus (xxii. 6. and Valef. ad loc.). The 
merit of Artemius, who demolilhed temples, and was put to death 
by an apoftate, has tempted the Greek and Latin churches to ho- 
nour him as a martyr. But as ecclefiaftical hiftory attefts, that he 
was not only a tyrant, but an Arian, it is not altogether eafy to 
juftify this indifcreet promotion. Tillemoat, Mem. Ecdef. tonvvii. 
p. t3i 9 . 

Vol. IV. E <»• 



Digitized by Google 




5 o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

v** 

CHAP. or illegally beftowed •, he forefaw the endlels 
i__' i -' i profecution of vexatious fuits ; and he engaged 
a promife, which ought always to have been 
facred, that if they would repair to Chalcedon, 
he would meet them in perfon, to hear and 
determine their complaints. But as foon as they 
were landed, he ifiued an abfolute order, which 
prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Conftantinople and thus detained 
his difappointed clients on the Afiatic fhore, till 
their patience and money being utterly exhaufted, 
they were obliged to return with indignant mur- 
murs to their native country 67 . 

Clemency The numerous army of fpies, of agents, and 
of Julian. j n f ormerSj enlifted by Conftantius to fecure the 
repofe of one man, and to interrupt that of mil- 
lions, was immediately dilbanded by his gene- 
rous fucceffor. Julian was flow in his fufpicions, 
and gentle in his punifliments j and his contempt 
of treafon was the refult of judgment, of vanity, 
and of courage. Confcious of fuperior merit, 
he was perfuaded that few among his fubjefta 
would dare, to meet him in the field, to attempt 
his life, or even to feat themfelves on his vacant 
throne. The philofopher could excufe the hafty 
fallies of difcontent ; and the hero could defpife 
the ambitious projects, which furpafled the for- 
tune or the abilities of the ralh confpirators. A 
‘ citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own ufe 

' t 

*7 See Ammian, xxii. 6. and Valef. ad locum ; and the Codex 
Theodofanus, 1. ii. tit. xxxix. leg, i. j and Godefroy’S Commen- 
tary, tom. j. p. si8, ad locum. 

a purple 
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a purple garment ; and this indifcreet aftion,' chap* 
which, under the reign of Conftantius, would -*y 
have been confidered as a capital offence 68 , was 
reported to Julian by the officious importunity 
of a private enemy. The monarch, after mak- 
ing fome inquiry into the rank and character of 
his rival, diipatched the informer with a prefent 
of a pair of purple flippers, to complete the 
magnificence of his Imperial habit. A more 
dangerous confpiracy was formed by ten of the 
domeftic guards, who had refolved to affaffinate 
Julian in the field of exercife near Antioch. 

Their intemperance revealed their guilt j and 
they were conduced in chains to the prefence of 
their injured fovereign, who, after a lively re- 
prefentation of the wickednefs and folly of their 
enterprife, inftead of a death of torture, which 
they deferved and expe&ed, pronqunced a fen- 
tence of exile againft the two principal offenders. 

The only inftance in which Julian feemed to de- 
part from his accuftomed clemency, was the exe- 
cution of a rafh youth, who with a feeble hand 
had afpired to feize the reins of empire. But 
that youth was the fon of Marcellus, the general 
of cavalry, who, in the firft campaign of the 

c * The prefident Montefquieu (Confiderations fdr la Grandeur* 

&c. des Roraalns, c. xiv. in his works, tom. Hi. p. 448, 449.) 
excufes this minute and abfurd tyranny, by fuppofing, that attiona 
the ijnoft indifferent in our eyes ihight excite, in a Roman mind, 
the idea of guilt dnd danger. This ftrange apology is fupported 
by a ftrange mifapprehenfion of the English laws, “ chez une na-* 

“ tion . . . ou il eft defendu de boire a fa fantf d'une certain* 

»« perfonne.” 

E z Gallic 
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chap. Gallic war, had deferted the ftahdard of the Car- 
xxii. 1 

v . _ r f far, and the republic. Without appearing to 

indulge his perfonal refentment, Julian might 
eafily confound the crime of the fon and of the 
father ; but he was reconciled by the diftrefs of 
Marcellus, and the liberality of the emperor en- 
deavoured to heal the wound which had been 
inflicted by the hand of juftice * 9 . 

His love of Julian was not infenfible of the advantages of 
anJihT’ freedom 70 . From his ftudies he had imbibed 
republic. t h e jpi r it of ancient fages and heroes : his life 

arid fortunes had depended on the caprice of a, 
tyrant-; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection, 
that the flaves who would not dare to confute 
his defeats, were not worthy to applaud his vir- 
tues 7 \ He fincerely abhorred the fyftem of 
Oriental defpotifm, which Diocletian, Conftan- 
tirie, and the patient habits of fourfcore years, 
had eftabliihed in the empire. A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the execution of the defign 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his head from the weight of a coftly dia- 

*9 The clemency of Julian, and the confpiracy which was formed 
againft his life at Antioch, are defcribed by Ammianus (xxii. 9, 
jo. and Valef. adloc.), and Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 99. p. 3*3.). 

7 ° According to fome, lays Ariftotle (as he is quoted by Julian 
ad Themift. p. *61. ), the form of abfolute government, the «■*/.- 
is contrary to nature. Both the prince and the philofopher 
chufe, however, to involve this eternal truth in artful and laboured 
cbfcurity. 

7 > That fentiment is exprefled alraoft in the words of Julian him- 
felf. Ammian. xxii. 10. 

dem : 
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dem 7t : but he abfolutely refund the title of C xxn P 
Deminus, or Lord 1 ', a word which was grown fa v — <•—-> 
familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they no 
longer remembered its fervile and humiliating 
origin. The office, or rather the name, of com* 
ful, was cheriffied by a prince who contemplated 
with reverence the ruins qf the republic j and 
the fame behaviour which had been afifumed by 
the prudence of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of A.D. 363, 
January, at break of day, the new confuls, Ma- ^ an ‘ *' 
mertinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace to 
falute the emperor. As foon as he was informed 
of their approach, he leaped from his throne, 
eagerly advanced to meet them, and compelled 
the bluffiing magiftrates to receive the demon- 
ftrations of his affe&ed humility. From the 
palace they proceeded to the fenate. The empe- 
ror, on foot, marched before their litters; and 
the gazing multitude admired the image of an- 
cient times, or fecretly blamed a conduft, which, 
in their eyes, degraded the majefty of the pur- 

7 1 Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 95. p. jio.), who mention* the 
■wifh and defign of Julian, infinuates, in mytterious language ( 0 «», 
vt» yymm .... axx* n, aftiav, S mxKuxt), that the emperor was re- 
ftrained by fome particular revelation. 

7 ! Julian inMiiopogon, p. 343. As he never abolifhed, by any 
public law, the proud appellations of Dtjfot, or Dminui, they are 
ilill extant on his medals (Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 38, 39.) j 
and the private difpleafure which he affefled to exprefs, only gave 
a different tone to the ferviiity of the court. The Abbe de la Bier 
terie (Hi(L de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 99—10,.) has curioufly traced 
the origin and progrefc of the word Domimt under the Imperial go» 
yefmpeut. 

E 3 Pk> 
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^xxn P ‘ P^ e 7 *‘ ® ut l ^ e behaviour °f Julian was uni- 

t_- j formly fupportcd. During the games of the 
Circus, he had, imprudently or defignedly, per- 
formed the manumiflion of a flave in the pre- 
fence of the conful. The moment he was re- 
minded that he had trefpafled on the jurifdi&ion 
of another magiftrate, he condemned himfelf to 
pay a fine of ten pounds of gold j and embraced 
this public occafion of declaring to the world, 
that he was fubjeft, like the reft of his fellow- 
citizens, to the laws ”, and even to the forms, 
of the republic. The fpirit of his adminiftra- 
tion, and his regard for the place of his nativity, 
induced Julian to confer on the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople, the fame honours, privileges, and 
authority, which were ftill enjoyed by the fenate 
of ancient Rome 76 . A legal fidtion was intro- 
duced, and gradually eftablifhed, that one half 
of the national council had migrated into the 
Eaft : and the defpotic fuccefiors of Julian, ac- 
cepting the title of Senator?, acknowledged themr 
felves the members of a refpedtable body, which 



74 Ammian. xxii. 7. The conful Mamertinus (in Panegyr. 
Vet. xi. a?, 19. 30.) celebrates the aufpicious day, like an elo^ 
quent Have, altonilhed and intoxicated by the condeicenlion of his 
mailer. 

75 Perfonal Tatii-e was condemned by the laws of the twelve 
tables : 

Si male condiderit in quem quis carmina, jus eit, 
Judiciumquc. 

Julian (in Mifopogon, p. 337.) owns himfelf fubjefl to the lawj 
and the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hilt. de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 91.) has 
eagerly embraced a declaration fo agreeable to his own fyilem, and 
indeed to the true fpirit, of the Imperial conilitution. 

' 7 6 Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 158. 

was 
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was permitted to reprefent the majefty of the c ^^ p * 
Roman name. From Conftantinople, the atten- »- — •J 

tion of the monarch was extended to the muni- 
cipal fenates of the provinces. He abolilhed, 
by repeated edicts, the unjuft and pernicious ex- 
emptions, which had withdrawn lb many idle 
citizens from the fervice of their country j and 
by impofing an equal diftribution of public du- 
ties, he reftored the ftrength, the fplendour, or, 
according to the glowing expreflion of Liba- 
nius 77 , the foul of the expiring cities of his 
empire. The venerable age of Greece excited Hi^care 
the moft tender companion in the mind of Ju- ci?ncid^* 
lian j which kindled into rapture when he recol- 
lected the gods j the heroes j and the men, fu- 
perior to heroes and to gods; who had bequeathed 
to the lateft pofterity the monuments of their 
genius, or the example of their virtues. He re- 
lieved the diftrefs, and reftored the beauty, of 
the cities of Epirus and Peloponnefus 78 , Athens 
acknowledged him for her benefactor; Argos, 
for her deliverer. The pride of Corinth, again 
rifing from her ruins with the honours of a Ro- 

77 i? tt; "i'VX* tfiv. See Libamus (Orat. Parent, 

c. 71, p. 296), Ammianus (xxii. 9.), and the Theodofian Code 
(1. xii. tit. i. leg. 50 — 55), with Godefroy’s Commentary (tom.iv. 
p. 390—4.02.). Yet the whole fubje£tof the Curit, notwithftanding 
very ample materials, ftill remains the moft obfcure in the legal 
hiftory of the empire. 

7* Quae paulo ante arida et fid anhelantia vifebantur, ea nunc 
perlui, mundari, madere ; Fora, Deambulacra, Gymnafia, laetis et 
gaudentibus populis frequentari ; dies feftos, et celebrari veteres, 
et novos in honorem principis confecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.). He 
particularly reftored the city of Nicopolis, and the Aftiac games, 
which had been inftituted^by Auguftus. 

E 4 man 
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man colony, exa&ed a tribute from the adjacent 
republics, for the purpofe of defraying the games 
of the Ifthmus, which were celebrated in the 
amphitheatre with the hunting of bears and panr 
thers. From this tribute the cities of Elis, of , 
Delphi, and of Argos, which had inherited from 
their remote anceftors the facred office of perpe- 
tuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the Ne- 
mean games, claimed a juft exemption. The 
immunity of Elis and Delphi was refpe&ed by 
the Corinthians ; but the poverty of Argos 
tempted the infolence of opprcffion j and the 
feeble complaints of its deputies were filenced 
by the decree of a provincial magiftrate, who 
feems to have confulted only the intereft of the 
Capital, in which he refided. Seven years after 
this fentence, Julian 79 allowed the caufe to be 
referred to a fuperior tribunal ; and his eloquence 
was interpofed, moft probably with fuccefs, in 
the defence of a city, which had been the royal 
feat of Agamemnon ,0 , and had given to Mace-, 
donia a race of kings and conquerors **. 

The 

79 Julian. Epift. xxxv. p, 407— 41 1. This epiftle, which illus- 
trates the declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abbe de'It* 
Bleterie ; and ftrangely disfigured by the Latin tranflator, who, by 
rendering arixtia, tributum, and i fivrat, popuius, direftly contradifts 
the fenfe of the original. 

80 He reigned in Mycenae, at the diftance of fifty lladin, or fix 
miles, from Argos : but thqfe cities which alternately flouriihed, 
are confoymded by the Greek poets. Strabo, 1. viii. p. 579. edit. 
Amftel. 1707. 

8t Marlham, Canon. Chron. p. 411. This pedigree from Te- 
pienus and Hercules may be fufpicious ; yet it was allowed, aftey 
» fbifl enquiry by the judges of the Olympic games (Herodot. 1. y. 
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The laborious adminiftration of military and c xx ^ p * 
civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion — • 
to the extent of the empire, exercifed the abi- J ul | an »^" 
lities of Julian j but he frequently alfumed the a judge. 
v two characters of Orator 81 and of Judge 83 , which 
are almoft unknown to the modern fovereigns of 
Europe. The arts of perfuafion, fo diligently 
cultivated by the firft Csfars, were negleCted by 
the military ignorance and Afiatic pride of their 
fucceffors j and if they condefcended to harangue 
the foldiers, whom they feared, they treated 
with filent difdain the fenators, whom they de- 
fpifed. The affemblies of the fenate, which 
Conftantius had avoided, were confidered by Ju- 
lian as the place where he could exhibit, with 
the moft propriety, the maxims of a republican, 

c. 22 .), at a time when the Macedonian kings were obfcure and 
unpopular in Greece. When the Achaean league declared againft 
Philip, it was thought decent that the deputies of Argos fliould re- 
tire (T. Liv. xxxii. 22.). 

His eloquence is celebrated by Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 75,- 
76. p. 300, 30J.), who diftinftly mentions the orators of Homer. 

Socrates ( 1 . iii. c. 1.) has rafhly aflerted tliat Julian was the only 
prince, fince Julius Csefar, who harangued the fenate. All the 
predeceffors of Nero (Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3.), and many of his 
fucceffors, poffeffed the faculty of fpeaking in public ; and it might 
be proved by various examples, that they frequently exercifed it in 
the fenate. 

Ammianus (xxii. 10.) has impartially ftated the merits and 
defers of -his judicial proceedings. Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 90, 
q 1. p. 315, &c.) has feen only the fair fide, and his picture, if it 
flatters the perfon, expreffes at leaft the duties, of the Judge. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 120.), who fuppreffes the virtues, and 
exaggerates even the venial faults, of the apoftate ; triumphantly 
a Iks, Whether fucli a judge was fit to be feated between Minos and 
^hadamanthus, in the Elyfian fields? 

»n4 
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C xxn P anc ^ ta ^ ents a rhetorician. He alternately* / 

v. — pra&ifed, as in a fchool of declamation, the fe* 
veral modes of praife, of cenfure, of exhortation; 
and his friend Libanius has remarked, that the 
ftudy of Homer taught him to imitate the Ample, 
concife ftyle of Menelaus, the copioufnefs of 
Neftor, whofe words defcended like the flakes of 
a winter’s fnow, or the pathetic and forcible 
eloquence of Ulyfles. The fun&ions of a judge, 
which are fometimes incompatible with thofe of 
a prince, were exercifed by Julian, not only as 
a duty, but as an amufement j and although he 
might have trufted the integrity and difcernment 
of his Praetorian prefects, he often placed him- 
felf by their fide on the feat of judgment. The 
acute penetration of his mind was agreeably oc- 
cupied in dete&ing and defeating the chicanery 
of the advocates, who laboured to difguife the 
truth of fa&s, and to pervert the fenfe of the 
laws. He fometimes forgot the gravity of his 
Itacion, afked indifereet or unfeafonable queftions, 
and betrayed, by the loudnefs of his voice, and 
the agitation of his body, the earned vehemence 
with which he maintained his opinion againft the 
judges, the advocates, and their clients. But 
his knowledge of his own temper prompted him 
to encourage, and even to folicit, the reproof of 
his friends and minifters; and whenever they 
ventured to oppofe the irregular Tallies of his 
paflions, the fpedtators could obferve the fhame, 
as well as the gratitude, of their monarch. Thq 
decrees of Julian were almoft always founded on 

4 the 
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the principles ofjuftice ; and he had the Hrmnefs C xxn P * 
to refill the two moft dangerous temptations, 
which aflault the tribunal of a fovereign, under 
the fpecious forms of companion and equity. 

He decided the merits of the cauje without 
weighing the circumftances of the parties; and 
the poor, whom he wiftied to relieve, were con- 
demned to fatisfy the juft demands of a noble 
and wealthy adverfary. He carefully diftin- 
guifhed the judge from the legiflator®*; and 
though he meditated a neceflary reformation of 
the Roman jurifprudence, he pronounced fen- 
tence according to the ftridl and literal in- 
terpretation of thofe laws, which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute, and the fubjetfts to 
obey. 

The generality of princes, if they were ftripped His cha- 
of their purple, and caft naked into the world, raaer ' 
would immediately fink to the loweft rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But the perfonal merit of Julian was, 
in fome meafure, independent of his fortune. 
Whatever had been his choice of life ; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfe 
application, he would have obtained, or at leaft 



*4 Of the laws which Julian ena&ed in a reign of fixteen months, 
fifty-four have been admitted into the Codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian. (Gothofred. Chron. Legum, p. 64 — 67.) The Abbe 
de la Bleterie (tom. ii. p. 319 — 336.) has chofen one of thefe laws 
to give an idea of Julian’s Latin ftyle, which is forcible and elabo- 
rate, but lefs pure than his Greek. 
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chap, he would have deferred, the higheft honours of, 
v -L. his profeflion j and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of miniftcr, or general, of 
the ftate in which he was born a private citizen. 
If the jealous caprice of power had difappointed 
his expectations if he had prudently declined 
the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious folitude, would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame. When we 
infpeCt, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at- 
tention, the portrait of Julian, fomething feems 
wanting to the grace and perfection of the whole 
figure. His genius was lefs powerful and fub- 
lime than that of Caefar ; nor did he poffefs the 
confummate prudence of Auguftus. The virtues 
of Trajan appear more fteady and natural, and 
the philofophy of Marcus is more Ample and 
confiftent. Yet Julian fuftained adverfity with 
firmnefs, and prolperity with moderation. After 
an interval of one hundred and twenty years from 
the death of Alexander Severus, the Romans 
beheld an emperor who made no diftinCtion be- 
tween his duties and bis pleafures j who laboured 
to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the fpirit, 
of his fubjeCts; and who endeavoured always to 
conned authority with merit, and happinefs with 
virtue. Even faCtion, and religious faCtion, was 
conftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of his 
genius, in peace as well as in war ; and to con-, 
fefsj with a figh, that the apoftate Julian was a 
8 love? 
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lover of his country, and that he deferved 
empire of the world !s . 



the 



CHAP. 

XXII. 



*5 - - - - Duftor fortiflimus armis ; 

Conditor et legvira celeberrimus ; ore manuque 
Confuitor patriae ; fed non confuitor habendas 
Religionis ; amans tercentum raillia Divum. 

Perfidus ille Deo, fed non et perfidus orbi. 

Prudent. Apotheofis, 450, See. 

The confcioufnefs of a generous fentiment feeras to have raifed the 
Chriftian poet above his ufual mediocrity. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

The Religioh of Julian. — Univerfal Toleration. — He 
attempts to rejlore and reform the Pagan Worfhip 
— to rebuild the Temple of Jerufalem. — His artful 
■ Perfecution of the Chrijlians. — Mutual Zeal and 
Injujlice. 

chap, rr* H E charafler of Apoftate has injured the 

XXIII I 1 J 

' f X reputation of Julian ; and the enthufiafm 

Religion which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the 

©i Julian. # . ° 

real and apparent magnitude of his faults. Our 
partial ignorance may reprefent him as a philo- 
fophic monarch, who ftudied to protett, with an 
equal hand, the religious factions of the empire $ 
and to allay the theological fever which had in- 
flamed the minds of the people, from the edidts 
of Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A 
more accurate view of the charadter and condudt 
of Julian, will remove this favourable prepofief- 
fion for a prince who did not efcape the general 
contagion of the times. We enjoy the Angular 
advantage of comparing the pictures which have 
been delineated by his fondeft admirers, and his 
implacable enemies. The adtions of Julian are 
faithfully related by a judicious and candid his- 
torian, the impartial fpedtator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his contem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf; and his 

various 
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various writings exprefs the uniform tenor of his c XX hi P " 
religious fentiments, which policy would have y-.-y^Li 
prompted him to diffemble rather than to affedt. 

A devout and fincere attachment for the gods of 
Athens and Rome, conftituted the ruling paflion 
of Julian 1 j the powers of an enlightened under- 
ftanding were betrayed and corrupted by the 
influence of fuperftitious prejudice j and the 
phantoms which exifted only in the mind of the 
emperor, had a real and pernicious efFeft on the 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 
of the Chriftians, who defpifed the worlhip, and 
overturned the altars, of thofe fabulous deities, 
engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcileable 
hoftility with a very numerous party of his fub- 
jeftsj and he was fometimes tempted, by the 
defire of vi&ory, or the fliame of a repulfe, to 
violate the laws of prudence, and even ofjuftice. 

The triumph of the party, which he deferted and 
oppofed, has fixed a ftain of infamy on the name 
of Julian ; and the unfuccefsful apoftate has been 
overwhelmed with a torrent of pious inveftives, 
of which the fignal was given by the fonorous 
trumpet 1 of Gregory Nazianzen 3 . The inte- 

refting 

* I {hall tranferibe fome of his own expreflions from a fhort reli- 

gious difeourfe which the Imperial pontiff compofed to cenfure the 
bold impiety of a Cynic : axx’ «fx»c fo vi r*c viffiaa, *ai f ix», 
fiat «C«, xat xat *ar!)' i»7rX»c ra xoiaura na r^ai, ifw; a, tic xat 

eta V(t( aj.aS <#5 JttrwsTHC, fcWaxXttc, 7rfH( v* Ttjac, xnJt/uwa;. 

Orat. vii. p. 1 1 2 . The variety and copioufnefs of the Greek tongue 
feems inadequate to the fervour of his devotion. 

* The orator, with fome eloquence, much enthufiafm, and more 
vanity, addreflet his difeourfe to heaven and earth, to men and an- 
gels. 
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XXIII. 
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refting nature of the events which were crowded 
into the ftiort reign of this adlive emperor, de- 
ferve a juft and circumftantial narrative. His 
motives, his counfels, and his actions, as far as 
they are connected with the hiftory of religion* _ 
will be the fubjedt of the prefent chapter. 

The caufe of his ftrange and fatal apoftacy, 
may be derived from the early period of his life, 
when he was left an orphan in the hands of the 
murderers of his family. The names of Chrilt 
and of Conftantius, the ideas of flavery and of 
religion, were foon afiociated in a youthful ima- 
gination, which was fufceptible of the moft lively 
impreffions. The care of his infancy was en- 
trufted to Eufebius, biftiop of Nicomedia 4 , who , 
was related to him on the fide of his mother j 
and till Julian reached the twentieth year of his 
age, he received from his Chriftian preceptors, 

gels, to the living and the dead ; and above all, to the great-Con- 
ftantius fii nc aia-fWic, an odd Pagan expreflion.) He concludes .with' 
a bold a durance, that he has erected a monument not lefs durable, 
and much more portable, than the columns of Hercules. See Greg. 
Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. jo. iv. p. 134. 

J See this long inventive, which has been injudicioufly divided 
Into two orations, in Gregory’s Works, tom. i. p. 49—134. Paris,' 
1630. It was publifhed by Gregory and bis friend Baft] (iv. p. 133.),' 
about fix months after the death of Julian, when his remains had 
been carried to Tarfus (iv. p. no.) ; but while Jovian was (till on 
the throne (iii. p. 54. iv. p. 117.). I have derived much affiftance 
from a French verfion and remarks, printed at Lyons 1735. 

* Nicomedi* ab EufeWo educatus Epifcopo, quern genere fongiui 
eontingebat. (Ammian. xxii. 9.) Julian never expredes any gra- 
titude towards that Arian prelate ; but he celebrates his preceptor, 
the eunuch Mardonius, and deferibes his mode of education, which 1 
infpired his pupil with a paffiojute admiration for the genius, and 
perhaps the religion, of Homer. Milapogon, p. 351, jja. 

*h« 
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the education not of a hero, but of a faint. The c xx ^ t p * 
emperor, lefs jealous of a heavenly, than of an v— - 
earthly crown, contented himfelf with the im- 
perfect character of a catechumen, while he 
bellowed the advantages of baptifm 4 on the 
nephews of Confrantine 6 . They were even ad- 
mitted to the inferior offices of the ecclefiafticai 
order j and Julian publicly read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in tiie church of Nicomedia. The ftudy 
of religion, which they affiduoufly cultivated, 
appeared to produce the faireft fruits of faith and 
devotion 7 . They prayed, they faded, they dif- 
tributed alms to the poor, gifts to the clergy, 
and oblations to the tombs of the martyrs j and 
the fplendid monument of St. Mamas, at Cs- 
farea, was ereCted, or at lead was undertaken, 
by the joint labour of Gallus and Julian 8 . They 
refpeCtfully Converfed with the biffiops who were 
eminent for fuperior fan&ity, and folicited the 
benediction of the monks and hermits, who had 
introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hard- 

5 Greg. Naz. iii. p. 70. He laboured to efface that holy mark 
in the blood, perhaps of a Tauroboliutn. Baron. Annal. Ecdef. 

A. D. 361. N° 3, 4. 

6 Julian hinlfelf (Epift. li. p. 454.) afliires t!ie Alexandrians 

that he had been a Chriftian (he nulft mean a fincere one) till the 
twentieth year of his age. , 

7 See his Chriftian, and even ecclefiafticai education, in Gre- 
gory (iii. p. 38.), Socrates ( 1 . iii. c. 1.), and Sozomen, ( 1 . V. c. a.)'. 

He efcaped very narrowly from being a bifhop, and perhaps a faint. 

8 The fhare of the work which had been allotted to Gallus, was 
profecutcd with vigour and fuccefs ; but the ^afth obftinately rejeded 
and fubverted the ftruflures which were iitfpofed by the facrilegi- 
bus hand of Julian. Greg. iii. p. 59, 60*61. Such a partial earth- 
quake, attefted by many living fpeftators, would foriii one of the. 
c(eareft miracles in ecclefiafticai llory. 

YoL. IV. F ffiips 
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CHAP, (hips of the afcetic life *. As the two princes 
^ XX11L ■ advanced towards the years of manhood, they 
difcovered, in their religious fentiments, the dif- 
ference of their charaders. The dull and ob- 
ftinate underftanding of Gallus embraced, with 
implicit zeal, the dodrines of Chriftianity; which 
never influenced his condud, or moderated his 
paffions. The mild difpofition of the younger 
brother was lefs repugnant to the precepts of the 
- • Gofpel ; and his adive curiofity might have been 
gratified by a theological fyftem, which explains 
the myfterious eflence of the Deity ; and opens 
the boundlefs profped of invifible and future 
worlds. But the independent fpirit of Julian * 
refufed to yield the pafitve and unrefifting obe- 
dience which was required, in the name of reli- 
gion, by the haughty minifters of the church. 

Their fpeculative opinions were impofed as 
pofitive laws, and guarded by the terrors of 
eternal punifhments ; but while they prefcribed 
the rigid formulary of the thoughts, the words, 
and the adions of the young prince ; whilft they 
filenced his objedions, and feverely checked the 
freedom of his enquiries, they fecretly provoked 
his impatient genius to difclaim the authority of 
his ecclefiaftical guides. He was educated in 
the LefTer Afia, amidft the fcandals of the Arian 

9 The pbitcfepbtr (Fragment, p. *88.) ridicules the iron-chains, 

&c. of thefe folitary fanatics (fee Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. ix. 
p. 66i, 66*.), who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and 
l'ocial animal, atifuw* Quern irakmxu (»» xai np ign. The Pagan fup- 
pofes, that becaufe they had, renounced the gods, they were poffeffed 
and tormented by evil daemons, 

. contro- 
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controverfy The fierce contefts of the Eaftern c ■ £ p * 

bifhops, the inceflant alterations of their creeds, v— > 

and the profane motives which appeared to , 
actuate their condud, infenfibly ftrengthened the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither underftood 
nor believed the religion for which they fo fiercely 
contended. Inftead of liftening to the proofs of 
Chrirtianity with that favourable attention which 
adds weight to the moft refpedable evidence, 
he heard with fufpicion, and difputed with ob- 
ftinacy and acutenefs, the dodrines for which 
he already entertained an invincible averfion. 
Whenever the young princes were direded to 
compofe declamations on the fubjed of the pre- 
vailing controverfies, Julian always declared him- 
felf the advocate of Paganifmj under the fpe- 
cious excufe that, in the defence of the weaker 
caufe, his learning and ingenuity might be more 
advantageoufly exercifed and difplayed. 

As foon as Gallus was inverted with the ho- He <?m- 
nours of the purple, Julian was permitted to mythology 
breathe the air of freedoms of literature, and of ^! Ea ' 
Paganifm *\ The crowd of fophifts, who were 
attraded by the tafte and liberality of their royal 
pupil, had formed a ftrid alliance between the 

10 See Julian apud Cyril. 1 . vi. p. ao 6. 1 . viii. p. 153. 16*. 

“ You perfecute,” fays he, “ thofe heretics who do not mourn the 
«* dead man precifely in the way which you approve.” He (hews 
himfelf a tolerable theologian 5 but he maintains that the Chriftian 
Trinity is not derived from the doflrine of Paul, of Jefus, or of 
Mofes. 

11 Libanius, Oral. Parentalis, c. 9, 10. p. aji, &c. Greg. Na- 
zlanzen, Orat. iii. p. 61. Eunap. Vit. Sophift, in Maximo, p. 68, 

#9, 79. Edit. Commelin, 

F 2 learning 
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C xxm P l earn i n g and the religion of Greece ; and the 
- t — y poems of Homer,- inftead of being admired as the 
original productions of human genius, were feri- 
oufly afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus, 

• as they are painted by the immortal bard, im- 
print themfelves on the minds which are the lead 
addi&ed to fuperftitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and characters, their 
forms and attributes, feems to bellow on thofe 
airy beings a real and fubftantial exillence ; and 
the pleafing enchantment produces an imperfeCt 
and momentary alfent of the imagination - to 
thofe fables, which are the moll repugnant to 
our reafon and experience. In the age of Julian, 
every circumftance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illufion ; the magnificent temples of 
Greece and Afia the works of thofe artifts who 
had expreffed, in painting or in fculpture, the 

• divine conceptions of the poet j the pomp of 
feltivals and facrifices j the fudcefsful arts of 
divination ; the popular traditions of oracles and 
prodigies ; and the ancient practice of two thou- 
land years. The weaknefs of polytheifm was, in 
fome meafure, excufed by the moderation of its 
claims ; and the devotion of the Pagans was not 
incompatible with the molt licentious fcepticifm'*, 
Inftead of an indivifibie and regular fyftem, 

** A modern phllofopher has ingenioufly compared the different 
operation of thcilm and polytheifm, with regard to the doubt or 
conviftion which they produce in the human mind; See Hume's 
Bffitys, vol. ii. p< 444 — +57* in 8 vo edit. 1777; - 

4 which 
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which occupies the whole extent of the believing c x ^ .A P. 
mind, the mythology of the Greeks was com- u— y-w 
pofed of a thoufand loofe and flexible parts, and 
the fervant of the gods was at liberty to define 
the degree and meafure of his religious faith. 

The creed which Julian adopted for his own ufe, 
was of the largeft dimenfions ; and, by a ftrange 
contradiction, lie difdained the falutary yoke of 
the Gofpel, whilft he made a voluntary offer- 
ing of his reafon on the altars of Jupiter and 
Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is con- 
fecrated to the honour of Cybele, the mother of 
the gods, who required from her effeminate 
priefts the bloody facrifice, fo rafhly performed 
by the madnefs of the Phrygian boy. The pious 
emperor condefcends to relate, without a blufh, 
and without a fmile, the voyage of the goddefs 
from the fhores of Pergamus to the mouth of 
the Tyber ; and the ftupendous miracle, which 
convinced the fenate and people of Rome that 
the lump of clay, which their ambaffadors had 
tranfported over the feas, was' endowed with life, 
and fentiment, and divine power **. For the 
truth of this prodigy, he appeals to the public 
monuments of the city j and cenfures, with fome 
acrimony, the fickjy and affeCted talle of thofe 

H The Idaean mother landed in Italy about the end of the fecond 
Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, either virgin or matron, who 
cleared her fame by difgracing the graver modefty of thp Roman la- 
dies, is attefted by a cloud of witnelfes. Their evidence is collefted 
by Drakenborch (ad Silium Italicum, xvii. 33.): but we may ob- 
ferve that Livy (xxix. 14.) Hides oyer the tranfaftion with djicreet ' 

ambiguity. 

F 3 men. 
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men, who impertinently derided the facred tra- 
ditions of their anceftors 1+ . 

But the devout philofopher, who fincerely em- 
braced, and warmly encouraged, the fuperftition 
of the people, referved for himlelf the privilege 
of a liberal interpretation ; and filently withdrew 
from the foot of the altars into the fan&uary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
voice, that the pious enquirer, inftead of being 
fcandalized or fatisfied with the literal fenfe, 
fhould diligently explore the occult wifdom, 
which had been difguifed, by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the mafk of folly and of fable' 1 . 
The philofophers of the Platonic fchool Plo- 
tinus, Porphyry, and the divine Iamblichus, were 
admired as the moil fkilful matters of this alle- 
gorical fcience, which laboured to foften and 
harmonize the deformed features of paganifm. 
Julian himfelf, who wa’s directed in the myfte- 
rious purfuit by ^defius, the venerable fucceflor 



’+ I cannot refrain from tranferibing the emphatical words of Ju- 
lian : *juo* ot Jcxn •vans ir-Xis* wiftuuv fxaXXit Ta roiairra, n ’roirtoici toic xo/x- 
a* t o tyijuv t ryuc u ti £ > p> Orat. v. p. 1 6 1 . 

Julian likewile declares his firm belief in the axciHa, the holy (hields, 
which dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill ; and pities the ftrange 
blindnefs of the Chriftians, who preferred the cm's to thel'e celeltial 
trophies. Apud Cyril. 1 . vi. p. 194. 

*5 See the principles of allegory, in Julian (Orat. vii. p. *16. 
aee.). His reafoning is lefs abfurd than that of fome modem theo- 
logians, who aflert that an extravagant or contradictory doftrine mujt 
be divine ; fince no man alive could have thought of inventing it. 

' ,6 Eunapius has made thefe fophifts the fubjeft of a partial and 
fanatical hiftory j and the learned Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. tom. ii. 
p. 217 — 303.) has employed much labour to illuftrate their obfeure 
lives, and incomprehenfible doftrines. 

of 
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of Iamblichus, afpired to the poflcflion of a C ^ ( ^ I P * 
treafure, which he efteemed, if we may credit y_ - _ j, 
his folemn afieverations, far above the empire of 
the world ,f . It was indeed a treafure, which 
derived its value only from opinion ; and every 
artift, who flattered himfelf that he had extrafled 
the precious ore from the furrounding drofs, 
claimed an equal right of ftamping the name 
and figure the moft agreeable to his peculiar 
fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele had been 
nlreadyTsplained by Porphyry; but his labours 
ferved only to animate the pious induftry of 
Julian, who invented and publiihed . his own 
allegory of that ancient and myftic tale. This 
freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonifts, expofed the vanity of 
their art. Without a tedious detail, the modem 
reader could not form a juft idea of the ftrange 
allufions, the forced etymologies, the folemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obfcurity of thefe 
fages, who profefled to reveal the fyftem of the 
univerfe. As the traditions of pagan mythology 
were varioufly related, the facred interpreters 
were at liberty to feledt the moft convenient cir- 
cumftances ; and as they tranflated an arbitrary 
cypher, they could extra# from any fable any 
fenfe which was adapted to their favourite fyftem 
of religion and philofophy. The lafcivious form 
of a naked Venus was tortured into the difcovery 

•7 Julian, Orat. vii. p. m. He (Wears with the mod fervent and , 
enthufiaftic devotion ; and trembles, left he (hould betray too much 
of thefe holy myfteries, which the profane might deride with an 
impious Sardonic laugh, 

F 4 ©f 
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Theologi- 
cal fyftem 
pf Julian. 



C^hap. of fome moral precept, or fome phyfical truth $ 
and the caftration of Atys explained the revolu-^ 
tion of the fun between the tropics, or the repa- 
ration of the human foul from vice and error ,s , 

! . I ' , * » 

The theological fyftem of Julian appears tq 
|iave contained the fublime and important prin- 
ciples of natural religion. But as the faith, 
which is not founded on revelation, muft remain 
deftitute of any tirm affurance, the difciple of 
Plato imprudently relapfed into the habits of 
vulgar fuperftition ; and the popular and philo- 
fophic notion of the Deity feems to have been 
confounded in the pra&ice, the writings, and 
even in the mind of Julian The pious empe- 
'ror acknowledged and adored the Eternal Caufq 
of the univerl'e, to whom he aferibed all the 
perfeftions of an infinite nature, invifible to the 
eyes, and inacceffible to the underftanding, of 
feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
rated, the gradual fuccefiion of dependent fpirits, 
of gods, of daemons, of heroes, and of men ; and 
every being which derived its exiftence imme- 
diately from the Firft Caufe, received the inhe- 

18 See the fifth oration of Julian. But all the allegories which 
tver i (Tiled from the Platonic fchool, are not worth the thort poem 
of Catullus on the fame extraordinary fubjeft. The tranlition of 
Atys, from the wildell enthufiafm to fober pathetic complaint, fol- 
ios irretrievable lofs, muft infpire a man with pity, an eunuch wit^ 
defpair. 

■9 The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Cxfilrs, 
p. 308. with Spanheim's notes and illuftrations, from the fragments 
in Cyril, 1 . ii. p. 57, 58. and efpecially from the theological oration 
in Solctn Regent, p. 130—158. addrefled, in the confidence of 
fiieitdfliip, to the ppefeft Salluft, 

rent 
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rent gift of immortality. That fo precious an 
- advantage might not be lavifhed upon unworthy . ■ v - ^ 
objects, the Creator had entrufted to the fkill 
and. power of the inferior gods, the office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable, 
and: the mineral kingdoms. To the conduct of 
thefe divine minifters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world j but their im- 
perfe<5l adminiftration is not exempt from difcord 
or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, are 
divided among them, and the charafters of Mars 
or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may be dif- 
findtly traced in the laws and manners of their 
peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal fouls 
are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our intereft, 
as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, and to 
deprecate the wrath, of the powers of heaven j 
yffiofe pride is gratified by the devotion of man- 
kind ; and whofe grofier parts may be fuppofed 
to derive fome nouriffiment from the fumes of 
facrifice 10 . The inferior gods might fometimes 
condefcend to animate the ftatues, and to inhabit 
the temple^, which were dedicated to their ho- 
nour. They might occafionally vifit the earfh, 
jbut the heavens were the proper throne and fym- 
bol of their glory. The invariable order of the 



13 Julian adopts this grofs conception, by aferibing it to his fa- 
vourite Marcus Antoninus (Caefares, p. 333.)' The Stoics and 
Platonills hefitated between the analogy of bodies, and the purity of 
fpirits } yet the graved philofophers inclined to the whimfical fancy 
of Ariftophancs and Lucian, that an unbelieving age might llarve 
ihe immortal godj. Sec Obfervations d e Spanhcim, p, *84. 444, 

fun, 
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c h a p. f un nioon, and ftars, was haftily admitted by 
\ — v-s Julian, as a proof of their eternal duration •, and 
their eternity was a fufficient evidence that they 
were the workmanfnip, not of an inferior deity, 
but of the Omnipotent King. In the fyftem of 
the Platonifts, the vifible, was a type of the 
invifible, world. The celeftial bodies, as they 
were informed by a divine fpirit, might be con- 
fidered as the objefts the moft worthy of religious 
worlhip. The Sun, whofe genial influence per- 
vades and fuftains the univerfe, juftly claimed 
the adoration of mankind, as the bright repre- 
fentative of the Locos, the lively, the rational* 
the beneficent image of the intellectual Father **. 
Fanaticifm In every age, the abfence of genuine infpira- 
iofophcrs!' tl0n * s hipplied by the ftrong illufions of enthu- 
fiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been pradtifed 
only by the pagan priefts, for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the intereft and habits of the fa- 
cerdotal character. But it may appear a fubjedt 
of furprife and fcandal, that the philofophers 
themfelves fhould have contributed to abufe the 
fuperftitious credulity of mankind **, and that the 

Grecian 

11 HX|«» Xlyx, rt ayaXfXa xai Xtu iwtff, sal ayaBoifyiv T« 

rsirrx Julian, epift. xli. In another place (apud Cyril. 1 . ii. 

p. 69), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God. Julian 
believed the Platonician Trinity 5 and only blames the Chriftiana 
for preferring a mortal, to an immortal, Logti. 

■ ** The fophilts of Eunapius perform as many miracles as the 

faints of the defert ; and the only circumftance in their favour is, 
that they are of a lefs gloomy complexion. Jnftead of devils with 

horns 
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. Grecian myfteries fhould have been fupported C xxni P 
by the magic or theurgy of the modern Plato- t— . y — j 
nifts. They arrogantly pretended to controul 
the order of nature, to explore the fecrets of fu- 
turity, to command the fervice of the inferior 
daemons, to enjoy the view and converfation of 
the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the foul 
from her material bands, to reunite that immor- 
tal particle with the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian Initiation 
tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an ticifm of 
eafy conqueft which, from the fituation of their J ulian ' 
young profelytc, might be productive of the mod 
important confequences l *. Julian imbibed the 
fird rudiments of the Platonic dodtrines from 
the mouth of /Edefius, who had fixed at Perga-* 
mus his wandering and perfecuted fchool. But 
as the declining ftrength of that venerable fage 
was unequal to the ardour, the diligence, the 
rapid conception of his pupil, two of his mod 
learned difciples, Chryfanthes and Eufebius, fup- 
plied, at his own defire, the place of their aged 
mader. Thefe philofophers feem to have pre- 
pared and diftributed their refpedlive parts ; and 
they artfully contrived, by dark hints, and af- 

horns and tails, Iamblichus evoked the genii of love, Eros and An-, 
teros, from two adjacent fountains. Two beautiful boys iffued from 
the water, fondly embraced him as theiv father, and retired at his 
command. P. 16, 27, 

*1 The dexterous management of thefe fophifts, who played their 
credulous pupil into each other’s hands, is fairly told by Eunapius 
(p. 69—76.), with unfufpefling fimplicity. The Abbe de laBle- 
terie underltands, and neatly deferibes, the whole comedy (Vie dc 
Julien, p. 61—67.). 

fefted 
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chap, fesfbed difputes, to excite the impatient hopes of 
I*— v— _/ the afpirant , till they delivered him into the 
hands of their afiociate Maximus, the boldeft and 
moft fkilful mafter of the Theurgic fcience. 
By his hands, Julian was fecretly initiated at 
Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his age. His 
refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alli- 
, ance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob- 
tained the privilege of a folemn initiation into 
the myfteries of Eleufis, which, amidft the ge- 
neral decay of the Grecian worlhip, ftill retained 
fome veftiges of their primaeval fan&ity ; and 
- , fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he afterwards 
invited the Eleufinian pontiff to the court of 
Gaul, for the foie purpofe of confummating, by 
myftic rites and facrifices, the great work of his 
fanftification. As thefe ceremonies were per- 
formed in the depth of caverns, and in the filence 
of the night j and as the inviolable fecret of the 
myfteries was preferved by the difcretion of the 
initiated, I fhall not prefume to defcribe the hor- 
rid founds, and fiery apparitions, which were 
prefented to the fenfes, or the imagination, of 
the credulous afpirant **, till the vifions of com- 
fort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of 
celeftial light * 5 . In the caverns of Ephefus and 

Eleufis, 

*4 When Julian, in a momentary panic, made the (ign of the 
crofs, the dxmons inftantly difappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. 
p. 71.). Gregory fuppofes that they were frightened, but the 
priefts declared that they were indignant. The reader, according 
to the mealure of his faith, will determine this profound queftion. 

*5 A dark and diftant view of the terrors and joys of initiation is 
ljiewn by Dion, Chryfoftom,Themiftius, Proclys, and Stobxus. The 
' , ' * ' learned 
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Eleufis, the mind of Julian was penetrated with 
fincere, deep, and unalterable enthufiafm ; though *_ t — * 
he might fometimes exhibit the vicifiitudes of 
pious fraud and hypocrify, which may be ob- 
ferved, or at lead fufpefted, in the characters of 
the mod confcientious fanatics. From that mo- 
ment he confecrated his life to the fervice of the 
gods ; and while the occupations of war, of 
government, and of dudy, feemed to claim the 
whole meafure of his time, a dated portion of 
the hours of the night was invariably referved 
for the exercife of private devotion. The tem- 
perance which adorned the fevere manners of the 
loldier and the philofopher, was connected with 
fome drift and frivolous rules of religious abdi- 
nence ; and it was in honour of Pan or Mercury* 
of Hecate or Ids, that Julian, on particular 
days, denied himfelf the ufe of fome particular 
food, which might have been offenfive to his 
tutelar deities. By thefe voluntary fads, he 
prepared his fenfes and his underdanding for the 
frequent and familiar vifits with which he was 
honoured by the celedial powers. Notwith- 
ftanding the moded filence of Julian himfelf, we 
may learn from his faithful friend, the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourfe 
with the gods and goddeffes ; that they defcended 
upon earth, to enjoy the converfation of their 
favourite hero ; that they gently interrupted his 
flumbers, by touching his hand or his hair; that 

learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words 
(vol. i. p. 139.147,2^8. 280. edit 1765.), which he dexteroufly 
or forcibly applies to his own hypothecs. 

they 
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CRAP, they warned him of every impending danger, 
v '1\. and conduced him, by their infallible wifdom, 
in every adlion of his life j and that he had ac- 
quired fuch an intimate knowledge of his hea- 
venly guefts, as readily to diftinguilh the voice 
of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and the form 
of Apollo from the figure of Hercules **. Thefe 
fleeping or waking vifions, the ordinary effedts 
of abHinence and fanaticifm, would almoft de- 
grade the emperor to the level of an Egyptian 
monk. But the ufelefs lives of Antony or Pa- 
chomius were confumed in thefe vain occupations. 

Julian could break from the dream of fuperftition 
to arm himfelf for battle ; and after vanquifiiing 
in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly 
retired into his tent, to didlate the wife and falu- 
tary laws of an empire, or to indulge his genius 
in the elegant purluits of literature and philo- 
fophy. 

His reii- The important fecret of the apoftacy of Julian 
rauiation!* was entru fted to the fidelity of the initiated , with 
whom he was united by the facred ties of friend- 
fhip and religion 17 . The pleafing rumour was 
cautioufiy circulated among the adherents of the 
ancient worlhip ; and his future greatnefs became 

*6 Julian’s modefty confined him to obfcure and occafional hints ; 
but Libanius expatiates with pleafure on the falts and vifions of 
the religious hero (Legat. ad Julian, p. 157. and Orat. Parental. 

C. lxxxiii. p. 309, 310.). 

*7 Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. x. p. 133, *34. Gallus had fome 
reafon to fufpeft the fecret apoftacy of his brother 3 and in a letter, 
which may be received as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to 
the religion of their artufttn ; an argument, which, as it Ihould teem, 
was not yet perfectly ripe. See Julian. Op. p, 434, and Hilt, de 
Jovicn, tom. ii. p. 141. 

the 
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the object of the hopes, the prayers, and the pre- 
diCtions of the pagans, in every province of the . V. _ ’ . 
. empire. From the zeal and virtues of their 
royal profelyte, they fondly expe&ed the cure of 
every evil, and the reftoration of every blefiing ; 
and inftead of difapprovi-ng of the ardour of their 
pious wifhes, Julian ingenuoufly confefled, that 
he was ambitious to attain a fituation, in which 
he might be ufeful to his country, and to his 
religion. But this religion was viewed with an 
hoftile eye by the fuccefforof Conftantine, whofe 
capricious paflions alternately faved and threat- 
ened the life of Julian. The arts of magic and 
divination were ftriCtly prohibited under a def- 
potic government, which condefcended to fear 
them j and if the pagans were reluctantly in- 
dulged in the exercife of their fuperflition, the 
rank of Julian would have excepted him from 
the general toleration. The apoftate foon be- 
came the preemptive heir of the monarchy, and 
his death could alone have appeafed the juft ap- 
prehenfions of the Chriftians **. But the young 
prince, who afpired to the glory of a hero rather 
than of a martyr, confulted his fafety by diflem- 
bling his religion and the eafy temper of poly- 
theifm permitted him to join in .the public 
worlhip of a fe<ft which he inwardly defpifed. 
Libanius has confidered the hypocrify of his 
friend as a fubject, not of cenfure, but of praife. 



Gregory (iii. p. 50.), with inhuman zeal, cenfures Conftan- 
lius for fparing the infant apoftate (**> t»c sra-flora). His French trans- 
lator (p. 165.) cautioufly obferves, that fuch expreilionj muft not 
he prifes a la lettre. 

“ As 



§ 
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As the ftatues of the gods,” fays that oratofy 
which have been defiled with filth, are again 
placed in a magnificent temple j fo the beauty 
of truth was feated in the mind of Julian, 
after it had been purified from the errors and 
follies of his education. His fentiments were 
changed; but as it would have been danger- 
ous to have avowed his fentiments, his con- 
duct ftill continued the fame. Very different 
from the afs in iEfop, who difguifed himfelf 
with a lion’s hide, our lion, was obliged to 
conceal himfelf under the fkin of an afs ; and, 
while he embraced the diftates of reafon, to 
obey the laws of prudence and neceffity 4 V’ 
The diffimulation of Julian lafted above ten 
years, from his fecret initiation at Ephefus, to 
the beginning of the civil war ; when he declared 
himfelf at once the implacable enemy of Chrift 
and of Conftantius. This ftate of conftraint 
might contribute to ftrengthen his devotion ; and 
as foon as he had fatisfied the obligation of aflift- 
ing, on folemn feftivals, at the afiemblies of the 
Chriftians, Julian returned, with the impatience 
of a lover, to burn his free and voluntary incenfe 
on the domeftic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury < 
But as every a£t of diffimulation muft be painful 
to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeffion of Chris- 
tianity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a 
religion, which opprefled the freedom of his 
mind, and compelled him to hold a conduft 
repugnant to the nobleft attributes of human 
nature. Sincerity and courage. 

*9 Libanius Orat. Parental, c. ix. n, 233. 

The 



80 

CHAP. * < 
XXIII. 

CC 
€C 
CC 

cc 

CC 

cc 
cc 

I 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 81 

The inclination of Julian might prefer the C X I ^^ I P ' 
gods of Homer, and of the Scipios; to the new e. — — » 
faith, which his uncle had eftablilhed in the ^ e ai nft‘ tes 
Roman empire; and in which he himlelf had dhriftiam- 
been fantftified by the facrament of baptifm. ty ‘ 

Hut as a philolopher, it was incumbent on him 
to juftify his diifent from Chriftianity, which was 
fupported by the number of its converts, by the 
chain of prophecy, the fplendour of miracles, 
and the weight of evidence. The elaborate 
work 3 °, which he compofed amidft the prepa- 
rations of the Perfian war, contained the fub- 
ftance of thofe arguments which he had long 
revolved in his mind. Some fragments have 
been tranfcribed and preferved, by his adverfary, 
the vehement Cyril of Alexandria 31 ; and they 
exhibit a very Angular mixture of wit and learn- 
ing, of fophiftry and fanaticifm. The elegance 
of the ftyle, and the rank of the author, recom- 
mended his writings to the public attention 31 ; 
and in the impious lift of the enemies of Chrift- 

30 Fabricius (Biblioth. Grxc. 1 . v. c. viii. p. 88 — 90.) and Lard- 
ner (Heathen Tcftimonies, vol. iv. p. 4+ — 47.) have accurately 
compiled all that can now be difcovered of Julian’s work againft the 
Chriftian's. 

3 1 About feventy years after the death of Julian, he executed a 
talk which had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix 
and contemptible writer. Even the work of Cyril has not entirely 
fatisfied the molt favourable judges : and the Abbe de la Bletcrie 
(Preface a l’Hift. de Jovien, p. 30. 31.) willies that fome tbtolegitn 
fbHofopbe (a ftrangc centaur) would undertake the refutation of Ju. 
lian. 

3 * Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. Ixxxvii. p. 313.), who has been 
fufpefled of affilting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orat. 
ix. in necem Julian, p. 255. edit. Morel.) to the writings of Por- 
phyry, His judgment may be arraigned (Socrates, 1 , iii. c. 23.), 
but Libanius cannot be accufed of flattery to a dead prince. 

Vol. IV. G ianity, 
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chap, ianicy, the celebrated name of Porphyry was 
effaced by the fuperior merit or reputation of 
Julian. The minds of the faithful were either 
leduced, or icandalized, or alarmed ; and the 
pagans, who fometimes prefumed to engage in 
the unequal difpute, derived, from the popular 
work of their Imperial miffionary, an inexhaufti- 
ble fupply of fallacious objections. But in the 
affiduous profecution of thefe theological ftudies, 
the emperor of the Romans imbibed the illiberal 
prejudices and paffions of a polemic divine. He 
contracted an irrevocable obligation, to main- 
tain and propagate his religious opinions j and 
whillt he fecretly applauded the ftrength and 
dexterity with which he wielded the weapons of 
controverfy> he was tempted to diftruft the fin- 
cerity, or to defpife the underftandings, of his 
antagonifts, who could obftinately refift the force 
of reafon and eloquence. 

Univerfal The Chriftians, who beheld with horror and 

toleration. } nc jig n ation the apoftacy of Julian, had much 

more to fear from his power than from his argu- 
ments. The pagans, who were confcious of 
his fervent zeal, expeCled, perhaps with impa- 
tience, that the flames of perfecution fhould be 
immediately kindled againft the enemies of the 
gods } and that the ingenious malice of Julian 
would invent fome cruel refinements of death and 
torture, which had been unknown to the rude 
and inexperienced fury of his predeceflors. But 
the hopes, as well as the fears, of the religious 
factions were apparently difappointed, by the 
* prudent 
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prudent humanity of a prince ”, who was careful c J ^ r p * 
of his own fame, of the public peace, and of the 1 — 
Tights of mankind, lnftruded by hiftory and 
refle&ion, Julian was perfuaded, that if the 
difeafes of the body may fometimes be cured by 
falutary violence, neither fteel nor fire can era- 
dicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. The 
reluflant vidim may be dragged to the foot of 
the altar j but the heart thill abhors and difclaims 
the facrilegious ad of the hand. Religious ob- 
ftinacy is hardened apd exafperated by oppreffion ; 
and, as foon as the perfecution fubfides, thofe 
who have yielded, are reftored as penitents, and 
thofe who have refitted, are honoured as faints 
and martyTS. If Julian adopted the uofuccefsful 
cruelty of Diocletian and his colleagues, he was 
fenfible that he thould ftain his memory with the 
name of tyrant, and add new glories to the -Ca- 
tholic church, which had derived ilrength and 
Oncreafe from the feverity of the pagan magi- 
ftrates. Aduated by thefe motives, and appre- 
henfive of difturbing the repofe of an unfettled 
reign, Julian furprifed the world by an edid, 
which was not unworthy of a ftatefman, or a 
philqfopher. He extended to all the inhabit- 
ants of the Roman world, the benefits of a free 
and equal toleration $ and the only hardlhip 

U Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. lviii. p. 1S3, a8+.) has eloquently 
explained the tolerating principles and conduft of his Imperial 
-friend. In a very remarkable epiftie to the people of Boftra, Julian 
jiJuintWf (epift. lii.) profafles bis moderation, and betrays his .real ; , 

which is acknowledged by Ammianus, and expofed by Gregory 
(Orat. iii. p. 7».). 

G 2 which 
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t vvM T * , ‘ which he inflidted on the Chriftians, was to dc- 

c— y— -» prive them of the power of tormenting their 
fellow-fubjedts, whom they ftigmatifed with the 
odious titles of idolaters and heretics. The 

Pagans received a gracious permiffion, or rather 
an exprefs order, to open all their temples 24 j 
and they were at once delivered from the op- 
preffive laws, and arbitrary vexations, which they 
had fuftained under the reign of Conftantine, 
and of his fons. At the fame time, the bifhops 
and clergy, who had been banilhed by the Arian 
monarch, were recalled from exile, and reftored 
to their refpedtive churches ; the Donatifts, the 
Novatians, the Macedonians, the Eunomians, 
and thofe who, with a more profperous fortune, 
adhered to the dodtrine of the council of Nice. 
Julian, who underftood and derided their theo- 
logical difputes, invited to the palace the leaders 
of the hoftile feds, that he might enjoy the 
agreeable fpedacle of their furious encounters. 
The clamour of controverfy fometimes provoked 
the emperor to exclaim, tc Hear me ! the Franks 
,c have heard me, and the Alemanni j” but he 
foon difcovered that he was now engaged with, 
more obftinate and implacable enemies ; and 
though he exerted the powers of oratory to per- 
fuade them to live in concord, or at leaft in 
peace, he was perfectly fatisfied, before he dif- 

3+ In Greece, the temples of Minerva were opened by his exprefs 
command, before the death of CcrVftantius (Liban. Orat. Parent, 
c. 55. p. xSo.) ; and Julian declares himfelf a pagan in his public 
manifefto to the Athenians. This unqueftionable- evidence may 
correft the hafty aflertion of Ammianus, who feems to fuppofe Con- 
flantin pie to be the place where he difcovered his attachment t» 
the gods. 
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miffed them from his prefence, that he had no- 
thing to dread from the union of the Chriftians. u— y— 
-The impartial Ammianus has afcribed this af- 
fected clemency to the defire of fomenting the 
inteftine divifions of the church ; and the infi- 

V 

dious defign of undermining the foundations of 
Chriftianity, was infeparably connected with the 
zeal, which Julian profeflfed, to reftore the an- 
cient religion of the empire 3S . 

- As foon as he afcended the throne, he af- Zeal and 
fumed, according to the cuftom of his prede- of Julian 
ceflors, the character of fupreme pontiff; not fo,'^ 0 r n e ’f 
only as the molt honourable title of Imperial pagauifm. 
greatnefs, but as a facred and important office ; 
the duties of which he was refolved to execute 
with pious diligence. As the bufmefs of the 
ftate prevented the emperor from joining every 
day in the public devotion of his fubjeCts, he 
dedicated a domeltic chapel to his tutelar deity 
the Sun ; his gardens were filled with ftatues and 
altars of the gods ; and each apartment of the 
palace difplayed the appearance of a magnificent 
temple. Every morning he faluted the parent 
of light with a facrifice ; the blood of another 
victim was fhed at the moment when the Sun 
funk below the horizon ; and the Moon, the 
Stars, and the Genii of the night received their 

J 5 Ammianus, xxii. 5. Sozomen, 1 . v. c. 5. Bellia moritin^ 
tranquillitas vedit .... pmnes epifcopi qui de propriis fedibus 
fuerant exterminati per indulgentiam novi principis ad ecdelias re- 
deunt. Jerom. adverfus Lucifqianos, tom. ii. p. 143. Optatus 
accufes the Donatifts for owing their iatety to an apoflate ( 1 . ii. 

«, j6. .p, 36, 37, edit. Dupin). 

G 3 reipediva 
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chap, refpettive and feafonable honours from the inde- 

XXIII. £ 

i ,— ~ — i fatigable devotion of Julian. On folernn fcfti- 
vals, he regularly vifited the temple of the god 
or goddefs to whom the day was peculiarly con- 
fecrated, and endeavoured to excite the religion 
of the magiftrates and people by the example of 
his own zeal. Inftead of maintaining the lofty 
Hate of a monarch, diftinguifhed by the fplendor 
of his purple, and encompafTed by the golden 
Shields of his guards, Julian folicited, with re- 
fpeftful eagernefs, the meaneft offices which con- 
tributed to the worfhip of the gods. Amidft the 
facred but licentious crowd of priefts, of inferior 
minifters, and of female dancers, who were de- 
dicated to the lervice of the temple, it was the 
bufinefs of the emperor to bring the wood, to 
blow the fire, to handle the knife, to daughter 
the vidim, and thrufting his bloody hands into 
the bowels of the expiring animal, to draw forth 
the heart or liver, and to read, with the con-* 
fummate lkill of an harufpex, the imaginary figns 
of future events. The wifefl: of the pagans cen- 
fured this extravagant fuperftitioo, which affc&ed 
to defpife the reftraints of prudence and decency. 
Under the reign of a prince, who pradifed the 
rigid maxims of aeconomy, the expence of re- 
ligious worfhip confumed a very large portion 
of the revenue ; a conftant fupply of the fcarceft 
and moft beautiful birds tvas tranfported from 
diftant climates, to bleed on the altars of the 
gods ; an hundred oxen were frequently facri- 
ficed by Julian on one and the fame day; and it 
foon became a popular jeft, that if he fhould re-. 

turn 
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